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Journeying Off Campus
by Carolyn Bothwell ’15
News Staff
campus news

Source: 2012 Annual Security and Fire Safety Report

Providence College strives to
make its members feel safe both
on and off campus. With blue light
phones and security cameras located
strategically across campus, students
can securely walk around the College.
There is even a present Catholic
status quo in which students respect
one another and each other’s
possessions. Although the Office of
Safety and Security would be opposed,
students feel comfortable leaving their
cell phones unattended on the tables
in Ray, with the expectation that there
will be nothing amiss when they return.
Unfortunately, this is not the case
for students who step off the carefully
secured campus. The past three PC
Crime Alerts have reported armed
robberies involving PC students as
victims. The incidents have all occurred
after midnight, and the first two have
been in close vicinity to Olds Bar.
“The
incident
really
was
such
a
traumatic
experience,
and I really just want to move

ANDREW BUTLER ’16 / THE COWL

Students and Faulty Discuss Diversity
by Andres Taborda ’14
Asst. News Editor

on,” said a freshman victim.
As of late, the perpetrators have
held students at gunpoint demanding
their cell phones and wallets.
Although the criminals probably do
not receive much more than a few
crumpled dollar bills, this has not
seemed to deter them from crime.
“The two most recent incidents
occurring within weeks of each
other may make [crime involving
PC students] seem like a little
‘spike.’ Our hope is that they were
just that, a very temporary spike,”
said Richard Kless, director of
the Office of Off-Campus Living.
Residence Life called emergency
floor meetings for students residing on
campus with advice and information
regarding the recent transgressions.
Marian Salama, the hall director
of Suites Hall and Fennell Hall,
reminded students that the Office
of Safety and Security is always
available to drive students back to
campus. “Safety is their main priority,
and in situations of danger, alcohol
is not a worry,” she told students.
“PC has a very strong working
relationship
with
the
local
seventh
District
Providence
Police
Commander,
Lt.
CRIME / Page 2

Hockey Team
Makes Semifinals
by Chris Szimanski ’14
Sports Staff

Campus news

hockey

The conversation generated by a
recent article in The Cowl on diversity
took a step forward this past week as
over 100 members of the Providence
College community participated in the
first annual Friar Forum. The forum
was hosted by Arman Oganisian ’13,
editor-in-chief of The Cowl, and was
co-sponsored by The Cowl, Student
Congress, BMSA, WDOM, PCTV,
and Institutional Diversity. The event
began with a panel discussion that
included Rev. James Cuddy, O.P.,
the College’s chaplain, Dr. Eve Veliz,
professor of sociology, Justin Gomes
’13, executive president of Student
Congress, Rafael Zapata, chief
diversity officer, Magali Garcia-Pletsch
’13, president of Society Organized
Against Racism (SOAR), and Lauren
Kelly ’13, president of Stopping
Homophobia Eliminating Prejudice
and Restoring Dignity (SHEPARD).
Panelists spoke for approximately
FORUM/ Page 4
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The Men’s Ice Hockey Team clinched
a spot in the Hockey East semifinals this
past Sunday with a come-from-behind
3-2 win against No. 7 University of New
Hampshire Wildcats. The Friars used two
second period power-play goals to pull
ahead for good and clinch back-to-back
Garden visits for the first time in 17 years,
when they made it in the 1995 and 1996
season. It also marked the first time since
2001 that Friar fans enjoyed the sight of
the team saluting the home crowd after a
game 3 quarterfinal victory on home ice.
Schneider Arena will be turned over to the
construction company with the echoes
of “Let’s go Friars!” and the glow of the
Friar Flash Glasses still hanging in the air.
Following a slow start in game one on
Friday, the Friars and Wildcats played to
a scoreless first period, and a back and
forth second period leaving the game
tied in third period until Nick Saracino
’16 uncorked a hard wrist shot, giving
the Friars the lead for good. This would
become a theme for the weekend as
SAADIA AHMAD ’14 / THE COWL
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We take a look into the greatest birthday party
ever! Relay for Life!

Tiffany & Earl continue
to make PC a more
emotionally stable place...
well, kind of.
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Campus News

113 Nights Rescheduled

On Saturday, March 23, a rescheduled 113 Nights will take place in Peterson
Recreation Center. Seniors will enjoy a night of dancing and a bar with proper
ID. The theme is Las Vegas.

by Kathleen Sullivan ’14
News Staff
Student Congress

Hockey Team Returns to the Garden

This past weekend, the Men’s Ice Hockey Team played in the three-round
quarter-finals of the Hockey East Championship against UNH. The Friars played
on home ice, drawing enough spectators to fill every seat. After a win in the first
game (3/15) and a loss in the second (3/16), the Friars were able to seal the deal in
the third (3/17). Their win earned them a ticket to TD Garden in Boston for the
semifinals on March 22.

Relay Week is Here!

It is Relay Week! Purple ribbons have appeared all over campus to raise
awareness about Relay for Life. Relay for Life is an event sponsored by Colleges
Against Cancer to raise money for the American Cancer Society. The event will
take place in Peterson Recreation Center on the night of March 22. Every hour,
an organization or club will put on an event to entertain the 74 teams and 500
guests that have signed on to walk laps around the track and join in the fight for
more birthdays.

·

The Class of 2013 is preparing for 113 Nights this Saturday night
in Peterson, and the Class of 2014 was pleased to announce that
Junior Night this past Friday was a great success. The Class of
2015 is finalizing their “Done with Civ” T-shirts and the Class
of 2016 is considering planning a bingo night or a glow party.

·

Student Life announced that chicken is now available for
flatbread pizzas in Alumni, and they are continuing to work
on adding eggplant and more gluten free options to the menu.

·

Legislative Affairs stated that they were in the process of finalizing the
legislative calendar.

·

One of the pieces of old business dealt with the proposed
Armenian Society. Meghan Keating ’13, chair of the Clubs and
Organizations Committee, briefly explained that discussion was
held on this club last week and noted that this club would be part
of BMSA. There was a motion to vote, and the bill was passed.

·

The other piece of old business was about the Motherland Dance Club,
which was another proposed club on campus that was up for discussion
last week. There was a motion to vote, and the bill was passed.

·

The new business at this meeting included discussion on a Chess Club
being recognized as a proposed club on campus. Keating explained
that her committee looks for clubs that fill a space that is not met by
any other club, and there is nothing like Chess Club on this campus.
She noted that they have held events already where over 50 people
have attended and they have more than 20 dedicated members. Justin
Gomes ’13 added that the current president of the club is certified to
run tournaments, and this club could be a great opportunity for the
school to build a relationship with the Rhode Island Chess Association.

·

The last piece of new business was a discussion concerning longboarding
on campus and proposed restrictions on it to be added to the student
handbook. Chris Tansey ’13 spoke on this topic, and he explained that
the restrictions would include no riding on student walkways and no
riding between class hours (9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.). Tansey and other
supporters of this change have been working with Kristine Goodwin,
vice president of Student Affairs, on this topic all semester. Tansey noted
that he would like to see change because as of right now, people are
still skateboarding around campus even though it is illegal. With that,
he quoted the Student Handbook, which states only “snowmobiles,
skateboards, and rollerblades are prohibited.” There were a number of
questions concerning the personal responsibility of riders, the differences
between longboards and skateboards, and whether the school can be
held liable if someone were to get hurt.

SMA Walk

The Council for Exceptional Children hosted The Muscular Dystrophy Association
Walk on March 16 to benefit the Muscular Dystrophy Association. Hundreds of
people, PC students, and Providence locals alike, invaded Peterson Center to aid in
raising money for research for muscular dystrophy. Kelly Allen ’14, a coordinator of
the event, called the event a “major success” and one that “brought the community
together.”

Get to Know Your
Newsies
Elizabeth Nako ’15

Major:
History

Hometown:
Natick, Mass.

Fun Fact:
I’m going to see Beyoncé in
concert this summer!

Most Commonly Found:
In line for Dunkin’ Donuts.

Biggest Role Model:
My parents!

Annoys Her Most:
When people talk loudly in the “quiet section” of the library.

Most Passionate About:
Boston sports teams and Michael Phelps.

@TheCowl

CRIME: Students Urged to Be Cautious
Continued from front page
Alyssa DeAndrade. The Office of
Safety and Security cooperates
with local police and shares vital
information. Safety and well-being
of all our students is a top priority of
everyone here at PC from President Fr.
Shanley on down,” Kless said.
The Providence Police Department
posts a Weekly Crime Comparison
Report, analyzing crime statistics of
this year in comparison to last year.
The year-to-date analysis of armed
robbery shows a 41 percent increase
from 2012 to 2013.
Fortunately for PC students, crime
with students as victims has not
increased from previous years. “Since
2008, statistics indicate an average

of three armed robberies per year,”
informed Major Jack Leyden of the
Office of Safety and Security.
“Most of these crimes are difficult
to solve due to several factors: vague
descriptions, time lapse of reports
to the police, and conditions of the
victims. There have been some arrests,
and police have recently deployed
undercover tactics in the area,”
continued Leyden.
As a general consensus, the Office of
Safety and Security advises students to
avoid unlit areas, especially Douglas
Avenue, between Eaton and Admiral
Street. It is best to walk home in large
groups or utilize the campus shuttle.
And, finally, unglue yourself from
your Lily Pulitzer-cased iPhone and
walk with a purpose.
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PC’s Mock Trial
President Is a
YouTube Star
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St. Patrick’s
Day Returns to
Campus
by Kathleen McGinty ’16
News Staff
Campus Events

BECCA BROPHY ’13 / THE COWL

by Elizabeth Nako ’15
News Staff
Club President Spotlight
If one person possesses the most
experience under his belt with mock
trial, it is Taylor Rosenbauer ’14. This
New Jersey native, who transferred
from Stonehill College in Easton,
Mass. after his freshman year, knew
that the first thing he wanted to do
when arriving at PC was to join the
mock trial team. After being on PC’s
team for only one year, he was then
voted president, which he describes as
rewarding.
Rosenbauer, a double major in
political science and philosophy, has
been involved with mock trial since
his freshman year of high school.
His friend told him that he should
become involved with this activity and
Rosenbauer admitted, “I had no idea at
first what it was all about.” While on
mock trial in high school, his team won
the county competition every single
year, won regionals twice, was fourth
in states, and attended the national
competition.
In a mock trial competition, each
team prepares both sides of the case:
prosecution and defense (criminal
case), and the plaintiff and defense
(civil case). There are three lawyers
and three witnesses on each team, and
all the teams competing work on one
specific case throughout the whole
season. The team spends months
preparing, first only meeting once a
week and then increasing to twice
a week with members also meeting
outside to practice their case. Skills that
the team works on for competitions
include cross-examinations, opening/
closing statements, and learning to
think on one’s feet.
“I have always been a lawyer,”
remarks Rosenbauer for his role in
competitions. As president, his duty
is to teach the members of his team
everything they need to know for
competition. Rosenbauer believes
that the best skills one can learn from
mock trial are public speaking and
acting skills. Acting skills are useful,
especially if one is a witness and
he or she learns how to take on the
personality of the witness.
Rosenbauer describes that the club
is entirely student-led rather than
being led by a lawyer. He believes that
this is a good decision since the club’s

competitions are limited only to the
scope of mock trial law and have their
own rules to follow when it comes to
competition. He says that it is useful
to learn basic lawyer skills, but that
“when tearing up the case it is difficult
[for the real life lawyer] to come down
to our level.”
Rosenbauer says that the most
gratifying experience while being on
mock trial is when he sees first-year
members work hard to be able to go
up in front of an audience during a
competition and perform well. The
members make up a close-knit team
that is constantly practicing and taking
notes during competition.
Rosenbauer said mock trial is a big
time commitment and “is almost like
having another class.” There is a thick
case booklet and to be a successful team
member one is expected to memorize
all of its contents. Rosenbauer says,
“I do not think you can find the same
type of experience in mock trial than
any other club.”
Some of the difficulties that
Rosenbauer faces as president include
making sure everyone fulfills his role
to his best ability, being prepared,
and helping members who struggle
with speaking in front of large groups.
There can be a lot of pressure and stress
when preparing for competitions, but
Rosenbauer states, “In the end whether
you win or lose, it is rewarding when
competing in a court room setting and
competing as a team.” The PC team
competes in front of real judges at
Boston courts, and competes against
other schools such as Harvard, BU, BC,
Princeton, and Brown.
Besides mock trial, Rosenbauer
also has other hobbies such as
“fingerboarding” (tricks on a small
skateboard using two fingers). He has
been featured on MTV, Disney, and
CNN, and has over 20,000 subscribers
on YouTube. He missed PC orientation
to do a demo with Tony Hawk in New
York City. Rosenbauer plans to go to
law school after graduating from PC
and hopes to still be involved and help
out with younger mock trial teams.
Rosenbauer
remarks,
“Mock
trial is one of the most rewarding
experiences I have had the opportunity
to be involved and I recommend all
freshmen interested in law to join.”

From
the
shamrock
cutouts
adorning the walls of Ray to the
flocks of students traversing campus
clad in emerald green, Providence
College celebrated St. Patrick’s Day
last weekend. Although St. Pat’s may
be esteemed as a day when everyone
is Irish, some students at the College
celebrate Irish culture and heritage
all year long. This is the case with
members of the Gaelic Society at PC.
For them, St. Patrick’s Day serves as
the culmination of such celebrations.
“It’s pretty busy,” said Ryan Fink ’14,
co-president of the Gaelic Society, of the
St. Patrick’s Day season. “It’s our main
season of the year.”
According to Fink, the Gaelic
Society kicked off the month of March
with a showing of The Departed before
spring break, a movie about IrishAmerican organized crime. Then, last
Friday, March 15, the Gaelic Society cosponsored Irish Fest, one of its biggest
annual events, in McPhail’s with the
Board of Programmers (BOP).
“It’s an Irish-themed party,” stated
Fink. “It’s our biggest way of bringing
the Irish culture to PC students...It’s
usually a very, very big turnout.”
Such was the case on Friday,
with between 150 and 200 students
attending this year’s Irish Fest.
“It was a lot more than we expected.
We were pleasantly surprised,” said
Katie Leyden ’15, vice president of
the Gaelic Society, noting that last
year’s turnout had dwindled from
years prior. “I think a lot of people still

choose to celebrate St. Patrick’s Day off
campus.”
Yet for those who stayed on campus
last Friday to attend Irish Fest in
McPhail’s, celebrations nevertheless
ensued. While students dined on
traditional Irish dishes such as potato
cakes and fish and chips ordered from
RíRá, live entertainment was provided
by Classic Trax, who performed
traditional Irish music throughout
the evening. A performance from the
College’s Irish Dance Club was also
featured, with its members dancing
in soft shoes and hard shoes and
explaining the various types of dances
they performed.
While the Gaelic Society finds the
month of March and St. Patrick’s
Day to be its busiest season, their
celebrations of Irish culture continue
throughout the year. The Gaelic
Society typically hosts movie nights
on several occasions, coordinates
musical coffeehouses, and participates
in events with other cultural groups
on campus, such as the Potato Fest,
in which potatoes from a variety of
different cultures are showcased.
Thus, whether or not it is St. Patrick’s
Day, members of the Gaelic Society are
always celebrating their Irish culture.
“I enjoy being around other people
who are interested in Irish culture,”
said Fink as he expressed what he
likes the most about being a part of the
Gaelic Society. “It’s about more than
just St. Patrick’s Day.” Leyden, an Irish
citizen herself, agreed.
“St. Patrick’s Day is not all about
dying your hair green or going on a
pub crawl at 8 a.m.,” she said, adding
that in her opinion, March 17 is less a
day about drinking than it is about the
celebration of the Irish culture.

NEWS

4 The Cowl

Abbruzzese, Yoga Fanatic
and Harvard Law Student
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Executive
Election Results
by Christine Rousselle ’13
News Editor
Student Congress

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

Dr. John Abbruzzese is a 1995 graduate of Providence College and is a professor of philosophy.

by Micaela Cameron ’13
News Staff
Featured Professor
A native of Providence, Dr. John
Abbruzzese is a philosophy professor,
yoga enthusiast, law school student,
traveler, and much more.
Abbruzzese attended Classical High
School before entering undergraduate
studies at Providence College. He
graduated with degrees in philosophy
and history and as the valedictorian of
the Class of 1995.
Abbruzzese says that the College’s
campus was different when he was
an undergraduate. Today, he says
it is populated with new beautiful
buildings and landscaping and
has grown into a top notch facility.
Abbruzzese described the Raymond
Hall of his college years as a high
school cafeteria from an ’80s movie
that always served chicken nuggets
and tater tots. However, despite these
changes, he has noticed the clothing
and style of students have remained
the same.
At the College, Abbruzzese claims
he was a “big nerd” and focused
mainly on his studies.
After
graduating,
Abbruzzese
worked as a paralegal for a year
before returning to school at Brown
University. There, he received his
Ph.D in philosophy. Abbruzzese also
worked as a teaching assistant and
a teaching fellow, transformative
experiences in his eyes. He loved being
in front of the students and fell in love
with teaching instantaneously.
Abbruzzese came to the College in
2002. Initially, he found that teaching
at his alma mater was both exciting
and strange.
“It was cool to teach alongside my
former professors. Everyone thought
I was still a student; I was younglooking. I would bump into professors
who thought I was still a student here,”
said Abbruzzese.
Abbruzzese loves lecturing in
Development of Western Civilization
and was excited to return to the
College to do just that. His favorite
philosophers are Aristotle, Plato, and
the coolest, in his opinion, is Baruch
Spinoza.
On the weekends, Abbruzzese can
be found on the East Side, especially

dining at Andrea’s on Thayer Street.
His other favorites include Taste of
India and Garden Grille.
Abbruzzese loves thrillers and is
a big Alfred Hitchcock fan. He loves
Christopher Nolan’s movies, as well
as those of the Coen Brothers. His
favorite television shows are Flight of
the Concords and Curb Your Enthusiasm.
For the past 10 years, Abbruzzese
has been practicing yoga.
“I’ve always had a yearning for a
spiritual meditative practice and the
discipline of that,” said Abbruzzese.
“I also have had a draw towards
increasing flexibility.”
When Abbruzzese has time, he
practices yoga four to five times a week.
In addition to yoga, the philosophy
professor also enjoys salsa dancing, as
well as acting, directing, and improv.
He briefly toyed with the idea of
attending New York University for
a film degree, but decided instead
to attend law school at Harvard
University where he will complete his
studies in May.
“I wanted a new challenge,” said
Abbruzzese. “I needed something
new, and I felt like my brain needed
to be stimulated and challenged. I
wanted to transform myself. I had been
a philosophy professor since I was
junior in college, it had been a decade
and I had been this one thing. I don’t
like sticking to one thing for too long. I
decided to go to law school.”
Abbruzzese
described
the
experience as life-changing. At
Harvard, he studied negotiation and
leadership as well as alternate dispute
resolution. Through law school, he has
met people he will remain friends with
for life. He also describes it as one of
the most difficult things he has done. It
has given Abbruzzese the insight to the
life of a student, helping him relate to
his own students.
At the College, Abbruzzese has
loved his students.
“The students have impressed me
with how much of a joy they can be.
They impress me when I get into a good
discussion about something. It’s pure
joy to be riffing with students. When
I’m on the spot and they’re on the spot,
we can make magic and they make me
laugh and I find joy in the classroom.”

Want your event covered,
in brief?
Email cowlnewsstaff@gmail.com!

Following a week of campaigning,
executive elections for the 64th
Student Congress occurred on March
19 and 20, 2013. Sean Aherne ’14 was
elected executive president of Student
Congress, Nick Wallace ’14 was elected
executive vice president of Student
Congress, Mary Goggins ’14 was
elected executive secretary of Student
Congress, and Mary Alice Sallah ’14
was elected executive treasurer of
Student Congress.
The executive board of the 64th
Student Congress wanted to stress

that they seek to improve relations
between clubs and organizations and
the Congress, as well as between the
individual clubs themselves. Aherne
also said that he seeks to expand
the executive council to include the
treasurers of clubs as well. Wallace
specifically said that he hopes to
“further discussion of the diversity
initiative.”
Goggins said that she hopes to
improve the transparency of Congress,
and the executive board all agreed
that they felt as though more students
should attend Congress meetings
and become involved with Congress.
Meetings are held Tuesdays at 5:30
p.m. in the soft lounge and are open to
the entire campus community.

ANDRES TABORDA ’15 / THE COWL

From left to right: Mary Alice Sallah ’14, treasurer, Nick Wallace ’14, vice president, Sean Aherne
’14, president, and Mary Goggins ’14, secretary.

Vote Results
President:
Secretary:
Maria Pantazelos 172 (15%) Mary Goggins
Sean Aherne		
421 (37%) Katie O’Donnell
Bobby Arruda
412 (36%)
Melissa Scott
127 (11%)

571 (50%)
561 (50%)

Vice President:
Treasurer:
Nick Wallace
1,081 (95%) Mary Alice Sallah 1,093 (97%)

BMSA President Results

Giana Quinterno
Gary Khammahavong

FORUM:
Continued from front page

45 minutes on diversity at PC and the
different initiatives that the College
has taken based on the strategic plan.
They also related their experience with
diversity to the current situation and
offered advice and ideas as to how the
“problem” can be fixed.
In his statement, Fr. Cuddy said,
“Every student, no matter who you
are, where you’re from, and what you
identify as, you’re welcome here at
Providence College.”
As a faculty member, Veliz, a
graduate of Stanford University, noted
that there has been progress made
in diversity at the College. She said
that diversity is more evident in the
classroom today than it was when she
first began.
Following the panel discussion,
those in attendance at the Mural
Lounge were able to voice their
opinions about diversity and ask
questions relative to the subject. While
the discussion was mostly positive,

525 (46%)
607 (54%)

some did offer opposing views to the
College’s approach to diversity.
Several members of the audience
questioned an overnight program for
prospective multicultural students
held before they come to PC. Through
the program, these potential students
can attend classes and events and stay
in a dorm with current multicultural
students for a night. Critics of the
program had a problem with the fact
that students attending the program
were not really getting the PC
experience since only 13 percent of
students at the College are minorities.
Proponents of the initiatives were
vocal throughout the event saying
that diversity was more than skin
color. Students also praised the
administration and said that the
College was taking steps in the right
direction, but there was a lot more
work to do.
As the audience, who for the most
part congregated on comfortable
Slavin couches and the floor, listened
to the panel’s final thoughts, Gomes
made it clear that The Cowl’s article
had started a great dialogue. He
finished by saying, “ We cannot let the
conversation end here.”
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The Procrastination Station
Featuring The Muppets! Today is World Puppetry Day.

Math Square

The Muppet Show
Across
2. The Spanish shrimp.
3. Old mean man 2.
5. A rodent.
7. Patriotic bird.
10. Someday he will find the rainbow
connection.
Down
1. A scientist and “friend” to Down 6.
4. A sometimes-comedian with a bow tie.
6. The test subject of Down 1; communicates in
meeps.
7. Old mean man 1.
8. Sometimes referred to as “The Great.”
9. Drummer/wrecking ball.

Directions: Using
the numbers
1through 9, fill in
the grid. Each
number is only
used once. Each
row is a math
equation. Each
column is a
math equation.
Multiplication
and division
are performed
before addition
and subtraction.

by Christine Rousselle ’13
News Editor

PC Picture of the Week

Sesame Street

BECCA BROPHY ’13/ THE COWL

We’re going to assume that’s milk in that glass.

see page 18 for puzzle answers

Got a suggestion for the PC
Picture of the Week or PC
Tweet of the Week? Tweet us
@TheCowl!

PC Tweet of the Week
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If Mesopotamia Is the
Cradle of Civilization,
Then We’re the Cradle of
Journalism.

Apply Today!
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Falkland Islanders Decide Their Destiny Democratically
by Rebecca Larrive ’13
World Staff
FALKLAND ISLANDS

In an unprecedented, though not
unexpected, vote this past week,
the Falkland Islands voted almost
unanimously to remain a British
Overseas Territory. The British
government, as a way to settle a longterm sovereignty dispute, supported
the referendum. The vote saw a 92
percent eligible voter turnout rate,
with 99 percent of these voters stating
that they wished to remain a British
territory.
The Islands have long been the
focus of territorial and sovereignty
disputes. The British Crown is said to
have laid claim, and thus sovereignty,
in 1765, but abandoned the territory
due to economic concerns in the late
18th century. Despite abandoning
the island, the claims to sovereignty
were never officially relinquished. In

the decades that followed, physical
control of the territory passed from the
French to the Spanish, and eventually
the Argentinians, who claimed
sovereignty in 1820. This sovereignty
was challenged a decade later when
the British exercised their sovereign
control of the area, evicting Argentine
troops and creating a permanent
settlement.
In the decades since, the Islands
have remained a subject of tense debate
and discussion between the British
and Argentine governments who both
claim sovereignty. Tensions between
the two nations reached a breaking
point in 1982 after “Argentinian troops
set foot on the islands,” according to
the BBC. After a series of skirmishes,
the Argentinians surrendered and the
British regained control of the island.
Argentina still claims sovereignty.
Tensions began to flare again in
early 2009 when Britain refused to
hold sovereignty discussions with
Argentina. The BBC reported that
Argentina responded by protesting

British exploration and fishing rights
in the area, encouraging other South
American nations to “close ports to
ships flying the Falklands flag,” and
they have passed laws that require all
vessels traveling in the waters around
the island to obtain a permit.
Most recently, CNN reported
that Argentine President Cristina
Fernandez de Kirchner has appealed
to newly appointed Pope Francis to
intercede in the debate on behalf of his
fellow Argentinians, according to USA
Today. The Vatican’s Foreign Office
has since reported, “The Holy See is
clear that it considers the question of
the Falkland Islands as a bilateral one
between sovereign nations and that it
does not have a role to play, we do not
expect that position to change.”
The referendum was the first
time that the people were allowed to
voice their opinion on the issue. In a
statement issued by the government
on their website, government officials
state, “We are not an implanted
population. Our community has been

formed through voluntary immigration
and settlement over the course of
nearly 200 years... We are no more an
implanted population than are the
various populations of South America
whose ancestors arrived as immigrants
from Europe—we arrived here as part
of the same process and pattern of
migration.”
Residents believe that they should
be allowed to have self-determination,
in regards to their international
recognition, and that both of the feuding
nations should respect their decision. In
an article featured on CNN concerning
the subject, the government is quoted
as stating, “The Falkland Islanders are
a peaceful, hardworking and resilient
people. Our society is thriving and
forward-looking. All we ask is to be left
in peace to choose our own future, and
responsibly develop our home for our
children and generations to come.” It
remains to be seen whether or not these
wishes will be respected.

NYC Sugary Drink Ban Overturned
by John Mihovics ‘14
World Staff
DOMESTIC

New York City Mayor Michael
Bloomberg’s plan to ban large soda and
sugary drinks from restaurants and
other city venues was overturned on
March 11 by the State Supreme Court
in Manhattan. The bans were proposed
to take place starting March 12.
Judge Milton A. Tingling of the
State Supreme Court in Manhattan
caught the mayor and his followers
off guard when he labeled the limits as
both “arbitrary and capricious.”
The ban, which was announced last
May, prohibits restaurants from serving
or selling soda in containers larger
than 16 ounces. The rule would apply
for pizza deliveries, bowling alleys,
nightclubs, and most importantly,
local convenient stores.
Mr. Bloomberg, whose time serving
the city of New York is approaching its
latter days, said he would immediately
appeal the judge’s decision.

“I’ve got to defend my children,
and yours, and do what’s right to save
lives,” the mayor said. Although his
proposed plan is very controversial,
he has a large following that supports
his decision. The recent decision by the
judge has only further elongated the
differing opinions.
Some local small business owners
were outraged by the mayor’s proposed
plan, and felt that he was stepping
ahead of his positional authority by
taking these measures.
“It’s not fair. If you’re gonna tell me
what to do, it’s no good. It’s gonna cost
a lot more,” said Steve DiMaggio of
Caruso’s in Brooklyn to The New York
Post.
Consumers also would have to
tackle larger costs, since they would
have to buy smaller amounts of soda
in larger bulk, a decision that almost
always signifies an increase in cost.
The proposed measures banned any
packaged soda of 16 fluid ounces or
more.
Piers Morgan was among the
supporters of Mayor Bloomberg. Last
week, he defended his support for the

ban, asserting that the mayor “wants
New Yorkers to be fitter and healthier.
What’s wrong with that?”
The proposed ban calls into question
the degree of power that a mayor may
assert over a city. The judge believed
Bloomberg’s measures to be erratic
and undeserved. But they were all in
good intention, as the mayor truly held
the health of the New York residents in
his mind.
Bloomberg’s lawyers have deemed
that it is confident the Board of
Health had the “legal authority and
responsibility” to address obesity in
the city.
Soda companies are very happy
to hear that the judge overturned
the decision. A spokesman for the
American Beverage Association stated
that the court decision “provides a sigh
of relief.”
Time will tell whether this sigh of
relief will continue with an ultimate
refusal to ban the 16 fluid ounce drinks,
or if the mayor and his supporters will
overcome the court’s decision and be
able to implement the new measures.

Children Carry Out Suicide Bombings in Pakistan
by Korbin Bullard ’16
World Staff
PAKISTAN

A separatist group that has been
attempting to overthrow the Pakistani
government for years has now been
using child bombers to attack highly
populated areas in Pakistan. Children
of ages starting from as low as eight
were recruited to deliver explosive
devices wrapped as packages to highly
populated areas and government
buildings.
The children recruited for these
attacks were from low income families
that had family members in desperate
need of either food or medical
attention. CNN reports the child
suicide bombers were paid in intervals

of “$25 to $50 for each attack,” which
may not seem like a large amount
of money, but in a province with the
lowest capita income per year, $25 can
be the difference between having food
for a week and going hungry.
It is not the first time children
have been used to carry out violent
acts. Pakistani police stated “the
militant group attempted to use
children because they seldom arouse
suspicion.”
According to CNN, authorities
have captured 11 children, ages eight
to 15. During the raid by Pakistani
police, “eight adult leaders escaped.”
According to Mehmood, “the children
confessed to over a dozen bombings.”
The majority of the attacks were carried
out in highly populated areas, such as
markets and areas of social gathering,

as well as highly populated roads and
highways.
These children, hired to carry out
violent attacks on innocent civilians,
are typically sold to other officials in
organizations, such as the Taliban, to
carry out attacks in different locations.
The children are typically sold for
around $6,000 to $12,000.
In other cases, children were
kidnapped and forced to become
suicide bombers. Taliban officials
would threaten children by stating
they would kill their family if they
did not carry out the attacks. Children
forced into this life were typically
victims of various other crimes, such
as sexual assault or physical abuse.
According to CNN, “In 2011, a nineyear-old girl says she was kidnapped
by militants in Pakistan and told to be

a suicide bomber.”
Acts of child kidnapping are not
only occurring in Pakistan, but also
in places such as Afghanistan, Iraq,
and many other regions throughout
the Middle East. Attempts by terrorist
organizations to kill either innocent
civilians or government officials are an
everyday occurrence. It is not difficult
for organizations such as Al Qaeda
or the Taliban to recruit bombers due
to the constant growth of poverty
throughout the Middle East.
This is not only a problem for
citizens living in the Middle East,
but is a major problem for the United
States as well. American soldiers
are constantly targeted by road side
bombs, specifically in Afghanistan.
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by Meaghan Lambert ’14
World Staff
BUSINESS

Introduced as two separate operating systems, Google Chrome and Android may
soon be merging into a single-user friendly system. Replacing Andy Rubin, senior vice
president of Android, with Sundar Pichai, the former senior vice president of Chrome,
signifies a need for coordination of the two programs, with Pichai expected to oversee
both programs simultaneously. According to The New York Times, in recent press releases
and conferences, Pichai distinguishes less between the operating systems, insisting that
the usage differences in the two systems are becoming more and more blurry. Although
Chrome was intended mostly for computer use and Android for touchscreen mobile
device use, more customers are overlapping their personal technology. Pichai states the
advantage of this operating system would be accessibility, where customers could “sign in
to both these devices, you [could] use search, Maps, Gmail, [etc]. All your Google products
work seamlessly across devices.” Pichai’s mission for Google stems from his long time
experience at the company, overseeing other apps like Gmail and Drive. Google CEO
Larry Page indicated that Rubin, the former senior vice president of Android, may join
Team Google X, the company’s “technology lab” team said to currently be designing
driverless cars and “Google glasses.”
In the past 10 years, Apple’s innovative and efficient products have led the company to
the top of the mobile device market. However, competitors Samsung and Android have
launched an offense-heavy attack, and are not going down without a fight. With Apple’s
profit growth at only 0.1 percent last quarter, and the iPhone only representing 19 percent
of smartphone shipments in 2012 in comparison to Android’s 70 percent, competition is
stiff. Apple’s stock price fell from an all-time high in September at $702.10 to a mere $425.35
this past week, as customers, stock analysts, and investors await the arrival of the next
big Apple technology. Stock analysts say Google’s image improvements on the Android
make it a more fierce competitor, introducing a fresh new look to the device in comparison
to Apple’s more consistent design. Facing buzz of Samsung’s superior new smartphone,
the Galaxy S4, Apple marketing chief Phil Schiller has played down the new device
and asserted his confidence in the Apple brand. In an interview a day before the Galaxy
S4’s debut, Schiller stated that research indicates that four times as many Android users
switched to an iPhone in the last quarter and pointed out that Android users are forced
to contract with several vendors to be able to use the software, lacking the universality of
the iOS system. Van Baker, an analyst at Gartner, insisted that Apple will face tremendous
pressure once the new Samsung device is released, saying, “The Galaxy S4 is already a
strong offering, and the [operating system] will offer more things that appeal to others.”
Last Thursday night at Radio City Music Hall in New York City, Samsung’s newest
smartphone, the Galaxy S4, was finally unveiled. The new phone features a bigger
display screen and thinner body, but its most notable improvements are on the software.
The phone will be available via AT&T, Sprint, T-Mobile, Cricket, and US Cellular, and
will cost approximately $200 with a two year contract. The phone runs Jelly Bean 4.2.2,
a software system that umbrellas Apple’s Siri, and boasts an extremely fast-running
processor called the Snapdragon S4 Pro. Smart Stay and Smart Scroll are the program’s
most exciting features, able to maintain screen brightness as it senses the customer reading
the screen and scroll up and down the page based on your phone placement. According
to The Wall Street Journal, with a wide range of price offerings and competitive technology,
Samsung may gain momentum in the mobile device market and establish itself as a more
viable competitor for technology giant Apple.

Mike’s Market Corner
by Mike Lynch ’14
World Staff

Global stocks were sold off on Monday as investors digested news over the weekend
about a deal to bail out the Bank of Cyprus. Over the weekend, the Bank of Cyprus
announced a tax on bank deposits as part of a 10 billion euro bailout. Hundreds of
enraged account holders gathered outside of the Cyprus Parliament in protest of this
stipulation’s inclusion in the bailout. Account holders of less than 100,000 euros would
be forced to contribute 6.7 percent of their money to the bailout and account holders
over the 100,000 euro threshold would be forced to contribute 9.9 percent of their
money to the bailout. This news did not sit well with investors at all on Monday, as it
has renewed fears of the ongoing European debt crisis. Investors will also be cautious,
because an event like this could derail the massive global rally that has progressed
over the past few months.
Three important stocks to watch this week are FedEx (FDX), Nike (NKE), and
Tiffany & Co. (TIF). FedEx reported its third quarter 2013 earnings on March 20.
Investors value FedEx’s earnings reports because it is a shipping giant and it gives
many details about the health of the economy. As the consumer goes, so goes FedEx.
The more goods and products that consumers buy, the better FedEx does financially.
When the economy is strong, consumers are active and FedEx’s earnings will be good,
which shows the gravity of FedEx’s earnings to the stock market. Nike also reports its
third quarter 2013 results today. Nike currently has the highest price to earnings ratio
(PE ratio) of any company in the footwear industry, which signals that investors have
high hopes for the stock. Tiffany reports its fourth quarter 2012 earnings tomorrow,
providing a glimpse into the retail sector.

The WORLD in BRIEF

by Ben Remillard ’13
World Staff

This week, two teenagers accused of raping a 16-year old in Steubenville, Ohio were sentenced to a juvenile detention facility
until they are 21 years old. The case has divided the rust belt city, with some defending the girl while others have been accused
of trying to cover up the story to protect the star football players. While it did not initially seem that the boys would see
their day in court, the videos and messages they and other teenagers at the party put online detailing the incident were
discovered and spread around the Web by the hacker group, Anonymous. Some news channels, such as CNN, have
sparked outrage after different commentators expressed sympathy for the rapists rather than for the victim. The girl
involved in the case has continued to receive physical and death threats over Twitter for being the cause of the
football players’ incarceration.
Amsterdam’s oldest prostitutes have retired at 70 years old. The twins, Louise and Martine Fokkens, have
decided that after a combined 100-year career and 355,000 men, they will hang up their garters for the last time.
Louise says arthritis simply makes some positions “too painful” to continue. They plan to live off of their film
and book rights during retirement. They originally got into the business, which is legal in Amsterdam, to
escape violent relationships.
While four percent of South African schoolboys are believed to be HIV positive, 28 percent of
schoolgirls are also positive. The nation’s health minister, Aaron Motsoaledi, argues that it is the fault of
sugar daddies that exploit the girls. He said that 94,000 schoolgirls were impregnated in 2011, many of whom
were as young as 10. Out of the population of 50 million people, 12 percent, or six million, are HIV positive.
South Africa also has the world’s largest anti-retroviral program in the world, with 1.7 million people served.
Last week, seven men were executed by beheading in Saudi Arabia for stealing. The United Nations
protested the deaths, as some believe that the men were given unfair trials and the authorities tortured them into
giving confessions while under detention. The Middle Eastern nation has recently debated giving up beheadings
in favor of execution by firing squad given the shortage of official swordsmen. Amnesty International criticizes that
79 people were killed using the death penalty in 2012. The lack of a penal code leaves the sentencing up to the discretion
of the judges and prosecutors involved.
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City-Wide Search for Brown U Student Continues
Sunil Tripathi, a 22-year-old Brown University student on approved
leave, has been declared missing.
Tripathi was last seen on Saturday at 11:00 a.m. inside of his Angell
Street sublet. He left home on foot, leaving behind his wallet, cell phone,
and other personal possessions. It is believed that he has very little money
on his person, which would suggest he has not ventured far.
The Providence Police Department began the search for Tripathi on
Sunday, calling area hospitals and shelters, conducting foot patrols in
and around the East Side, studying phone records, and keeping eyes
open for any financial transactions. Police have also sent out boats to
search local waterways.
Tripathi’s family is also requesting that volunteers walk various city
routes and/or distribute flyers throughout central and greater Providence.
Flyers can be picked up in the lobby of Brown University’s J. Walter
Wilson Building or printed from the “Help Us Find Sunil Tripathi”
Facebook page, which also offers updates on where and how these efforts
are being coordinated.
Providence isn’t a big city, so every pair of eyes and ears counts.
Everyone in the Providence area is urged to visit the Facebook page “Help
Us Find Sunil Tripathi.” There you can find more ways to help and
comprehensive updates on the situation. If you have any information on
Tripathi’s whereabouts, please call the Providence Police at (401) 243-6191.
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Values

On Prayer and
Discernment
by Emily Corr ’13
Commentary Staff
faith

Life is full of what-ifs; of
insignificant choices that can
simply change a mood and hairsplitting decisions that can alter
the course of a life. And it’s all
because none of us obtain that
superhuman ability to predict the
future. Ugh.
It’s ridiculously frustrating
sometimes, not knowing where
we’re going, what we’re supposed
to be doing, or who we’re meant
to be. There isn’t anything that
can tell us if what we’re currently
doing is right. If only life had a
“like button.” It could “like” your
current city, your latest status,
and your most recent photo album
to let you know, “Nice job, buddy.
You’re on the right track.”
But what if there was a simple
way to find the right track? It
doesn’t require hiring a psychic,
only a little time and genuine
effort. Simply take a few minutes
out of your day to pray.
It doesn’t matter where you
are in your faith life. Whether
you’re devout or doubting, prayer
is an act you can grow in. Start
out simply by finding a quiet
space to think. Reflect and ask
yourself what you truly want.
Envision your ideal future. Pray
for patience, that you should not
grow irritable in uncertainties.
Pray for strength, that the days to
come may be filled with struggles
to make you stronger and trials
to make you wiser. Give thanks
for the simple gift that God gives
you little of what you want, but
everything you need.
Once prayer becomes a routine
in your life, things will become
much clearer. You’ll realize what
used to feel like the most confusing,
lonely place to be—not knowing—
is a common home shared by your
entire community, and what used
to be fear of the future becomes
hope. God has big plans for you;
you just need to have the faith to
believe so.
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Student Reflects on Her Decision to Join the Convent
by Beatriz Forster ’13
Commentary Staff
religion
On the same day that the Church
was blessed with the election of
Pope Francis, I learned that I had
been accepted into a superlatively
beautiful,
holy
family.
The
greatness of what I have consented
to join so surpasses even my most
quixotic aspirations that until
recently, I could never believe I
would be writing these words. I will
become a member of St. Dominic’s
family this coming August when I
enter the Dominican Sisters of St.
Cecilia in Nashville, Tenn. Maybe
you’re thinking, “This is kind of
a TMI moment,” but I think that
you should keep reading, because
goodness diffuses itself, so I can’t
help but share.
Perhaps the most prominent
characteristic in the newly-elected
pontiff was his profound humility
and evident admission of his total
unworthiness before the task at
hand. The truth is that none of
us are worthy of the blessings
that God has bestowed on us. I’m
not writing to say that you really
shouldn’t be surprised that I’m
going to become a Dominican
Sister, because I may be more
surprised than anyone else. A
reference to the title of C.S. Lewis’
autobiography is fitting here
because I have been thoroughly
“surprised by joy.”
How can we explain the
numerous gifts that God freely
offers to us except to point to the
words of St. John: “Not that we
have loved God, but that He loves
us” (1 John 4:10). Herein lies our
Hope, which is truly “the anchor for
the soul” (Heb. 6:19). As you may
know, “hope” is the state motto of
Rhode Island, and of course, Veritas
is our own motto at PC. Our hope
is in the Truth, who is the Person
of Jesus Christ. Maybe you think
that this sounds great in a theology
class, but there’s a so-called “hard
reality” to consider too. The best

part about theology, though, is that
it’s not just an abstract discipline
for academics. Rather, when
we learn about Grace in the
classroom, we learn what it
means to be human, because
the only person who can tell
us what to do after we walk
out of college is God.
This isn’t a surprise at
all. We sing psalms at Mass
to this effect and most of
us go weekly to receive
the Eucharist. Either Jesus
Christ died to save us from
our sins and thus enabled us
to spend eternity with Him, or
not. There is no other option. I
don’t know about you, but I think
that this is kind of a big deal! I
offer my story to you now as proof
that there’s always hope, albeit in
unexpected ways and places. If
you plan on graduating without
asking God what He wants you to
do, you’re deceiving yourself. You
see, he made us for Himself and for
each other, not for ourselves.
One of the beauties of studying
at PC is to notice the various ways
in which God calls us to serve Him.
Some aspire to be parents and others
to enter religious life. We have
among us blossoming teachers,
artists, athletes, soldiers, doctors,
scientists, and other professionals.
The color palette with which God
paints our lives is endless, and
how beautiful is the picture when
we let Him outline the images
and shade in the corners. I can tell
you this from experience, because
nothing, I mean nothing, has given
me the joy I have as a result of
asking God what He wants and
then consequently embracing it—
nor is this done in painful, strained
submission. God knows us best of
all because He made us out of love,
so how can we not listen to Him?
A great 20th-century saint from
Spain, St. Josemaría, does a good
job of putting the Christian life
in perspective. He recounts an
anecdote in which a young man
rejects these notions of living
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a virtuous life and prioritizing
holiness above all else. He tells
St. Josemaría candidly, “I cannot
live the way you say, because I
am very ambitious.” The saint
replies: “Look, here in front of you
is someone much more ambitious,
a man who wants to be a saint.
For my ambition is so great that
nothing on earth will content it: I
am ambitious for Jesus Christ, who
is God, and for Paradise, and for
eternal life.”
God loves us so much as to call
us to optimum earthly happiness
by following a particular vocation.
Even more shocking, though, is that
He calls all of us to the vocation
of holiness and sainthood. The
question is: how can we not accept?

World Water Week: Think Outside the Bottle
by Sierra Wilbar ’16
Guest Commentary
environment
While a large portion of the world
desperately seeks clean drinking water,
developed nations such as the United
States spend billions on bottled water
even though clean tap water is available.
The growing bottled water marketing
industry has turned us against tap water,
while in fact 40 percent of bottled water
is actually tap water from municipal
sources. Americans are willing to pay
10,000 times the cost of tap water for
the privilege of drinking an inferior
product. Bottled water is not held to
the same standard testing as tap water
and is not tested for E.coli. Unlike tap
water, bottled water isn’t required to
produce quality reports or even provide
its source.
The other 60 percent of your bottled
water comes from privatized sources,
often in third-world nations. Large
corporations such as Nestlé or Coca Cola
take advantage of poorer communities

and buy up their water supply simply
to make a profit. While you may believe
that your bottled water comes from the
bubbling glaciers of the Alps, it is more
likely to have been stolen from a poor
Bolivian village. The locals cannot afford
the high prices of the privatized water
and become victims to the prices of
merciless corporations. It is an injustice
that water is stolen from these thirdworld villages and sold to rich firstworld nations in the form of bottled
water! The Vatican has also spoken out
against the use of bottled water, as water
is a right to life. Water is a human right
that should not be bought and sold for
profit.
In response to this huge injustice in the
bottled water industry, the Providence
College student-run campaign “Think
Outside the Bottle” strives to remove
plastic water bottles from campus and to
educate the campus about the financial,
environmental, and public health
benefits of using tap water over plastic
bottled water. We hope to join over 90
colleges nationwide that have banned
or restricted the sale of bottled water. So

far in our campaign, we have collected
over 600 student signatures pledging
to choose tap over bottled water. We
are now in the process of approaching
individual departments and student
clubs to ask them to choose to eliminate
the use of bottled water from all of
their events/meetings. We have already
gained the support of the global studies
and social work departments as well as
BMSA. In the upcoming weeks, we are
proposing legislation to Congress that
states that the use of Congress-allocated
funds for student organizations cannot
be used to purchase water bottles
and/or five-gallon water coolers. To
encourage the use of tap water, we’ve
also pushed for the installation of
more than a dozen hydration stations
around campus as well as the purchase
of reusable water bottles to hand out
on campus. Find us on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/ThinkOutside
TheBottleProvidenceCollege.Choosetap.
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A primary objective of The Cowl is
to act as an open forum for discussion.
While we strive to achieve this on a
weekly basis within The Cowl, the Friar
Forum was the first time we helped
establish an actual forum for discussion.
In this sense, it was a landmark event
for our organization. Moreover, it was
a landmark event for the school as a
whole because it assembled portions
of our community who may not
have otherwise come together and
because it fostered a much-needed
discussion on diversity.
The event featured members of
administration, faculty, students,
and Dominicans, not just on the
panel but also in the audience. It is
precisely this congregation of people from
the various segments of our community
that enriched the event by bringing
a diverse set of perspectives to the
discussion. Each audience member and
panelist offered his or her own unique
perspective, experience, and knowledge,
supplementing the dialogue as a whole.

Associate Editor-in-Chief: Dara Plath ’13
Managing Editor: Michael Rose ’13
News Editor: Christine Rousselle ’13
Asst. News Editor: Andres Taborda ’15
World Editor: Andrew Gellert ’13
Asst. World Editor: Kayla Fernandes ’14
Opinion Editor: Genevieve Ilg ’14
Asst. Opinion Editor: Kelly Sullivan ’15
Arts & Entertainment Editor: Sarah
Dombroski ’13
Asst. Arts & Entertainment Editor: Sarah
O’Brien ’15
Portfolio Editor: Keely Mohin ’14
Asst. Portfolio Editor: Mason Sciotti ’15
Sports Editor: Bridget Stack ’13
Asst. Sports Editor: Sean Bailey ’14
Photography Editor: Saadia Ahmad ’14
Asst. Photo Editor: Rebecca Brophy ’13
Graphic Designer/Illustrator: Marilyn
Rideout ’15
Head Copy Editor: Cassandra Santoro ’13
Asst. Head Copy Editor: Courtney Buohl ’15
Copy Editors: Sabrina Abballe ’13, Andrew
Butler ’16, Emily Davey ’15, Abbey Guerino
’16, Madi Short ’14, Lauren Trotta ’13, Diana
Vlavianos ’15, Danielle Watkins ’15, Monica
White ’13, Olivia Winslow ’16

The Cowl 11

We stress the term dialogue because
this was truly not a lecture. There was
no single speaker who dominated
the floor and expressed his/her own
viewpoint. Rather, the forum was a
massive conversation right in the heart
of our student center. People truly spoke
with each other and heard alternative
viewpoints. The issues and subtopics
that surfaced were not trivial: our
understanding of diversity, our policy
regarding the LBGTQ community, the
success/shortcomings of the many PC
initiatives aimed at enhancing diversity,
etc.
The event was, to our great pleasure,
an overwhelming success. We would
like to thank all those who attended, our
panelists, and our co-sponsors.
We would especially like to thank,
Jessie Ngo, Justin Gomes, Ash Issam,
John Smith, and Brennan Callahan for
their help in brainstorming, planning,
running, and advertising the event.
Together, we demonstrated that we,
as students, can come together and
initiate dialogue about critical issues in a
constructive and meaningful way. While
this was a successful event, there is much
left to be done. I hope our successors will
continue to work together to advance
open dialogue by sponsoring similar events.

A Philosophical Look at the College Routine
by Christina Moazed ’15
Commentary Staff
campus

There’s something peculiar about
the collegiate routine. Certain practices
and thoughts are accepted without
Letter/Guest Submission Policy
question simply because of societal
The Cowl welcomes guest commentaries
customs and norms. For all the
and letters to the editor from members of the
Providence College community and outside excitement surrounding the end of the
contributors. All submissions must include the week, I am in awe upon waking on
writer’s name, signature, a phone number, and Sunday morning, a moment that seems
an e-mail address where he or she can be reached. to be overlooked in college.
Letters should be no more than 250 words in
Sure of minimalism, free from the
length and will be printed as space permits. Guest
commentaries should be limited to 500 words incessant commotion of weekend
in length, and only one will be published per nights. There’s no need on Sunday
week. The Cowl reserves the right to edit articles morning for such commotion, either.
for space and clarity. Submissions must emailed
What a reassuring notion.
to The Cowl office no later than 9:00 p.m. on the
There’s a particular stoicism across
Sunday before publication. We do not print
previously published articles. Email responses campus. The emptiness feels as though
to cowlcommentary@gmail.com, and remember everyone disappeared. No one with
a guest submission is only an email away! whom to exchange awkward smiles,
no one to connect with, and no desire
Tiffany & Earl Note
to connect with others.
The Tiffany & Earl feature in Portfolio is a
There is a sudden withdrawal
satarized account of Providence College. Both the
from
dogmatism, the entrapment
question and answers are purely works of fiction.
Tiffany & Earl are anti-heroes whose comments of living with the results of other
ultimately satirize the stereotypes they each people’s thoughts. No need for
represent.
politics, alcohol, binge eating, or
Accuracy Watch
hookups. No cameras to smile
The Cowl is committed to accuracy and carefully for, no playlists to prepare,
checks every article that goes into print to ensure no dinner arrangements
that the facts are presented clearly and truthfully.
If you find an error in any article, please e-mail to follow. In a way, we
the Editor-in-Chief at thecowl@providence.edu. become less dependent
Corrections will be printed as necessary.
on others. Once realized,
the freedom of Sunday
Advertising
itself ironically becomes
Contact The Cowl with advertising requests an important part of
and questions at cowlads@providence.edu or, if this weekly cycle.
necessary, via telephone at 401-865-2214. Visit
After a weekend
www.thecowl.info for rates, publication dates, and
incomprehensible
other information about advertising with The Cowl. of
text
messages,
Subcriptions
everlasting laughter,
Subscription rate for a weekly issue by mail o v e r c r o w d e d
is $100 per year. Send payment to The Cowl, 1 basements,
social
Cunningham Square, Providence, R.I. 02918; diversion, and excess
make checks payable to The Cowl. Student
alcohol,
these
subscription is included in tuition fee; issues are cheap
moments of silent apathy
available around campus on Thursday nights.
are a virtual necessity. I
catch myself staring out the
window in appreciation of the
beautiful silence of the quad and
fresh ease in the air. The collective
The Cowl is a proud member of stillness evokes an understood sense
of appreciation amidst a peacefully
the Associated Collegiate Press.
still atmosphere. Or so I’d like to think.
I am reminded of the radical
transcendentalist literature of Thoreau

Webmaster: Fabian Bustos ’15
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during the years he lived in a cabin in
the woods. “Not till we are lost, in other
words, not till we have lost the world,
do we begin to find ourselves, and
realize where we are and the infinite
extent of our relations.” Thoreau
escaped the chaotic responsibilities of
civilization to live alongside nature,
the transitory illustration of symbolic
and practical escape. In some ways,
I believe that we need to indulge in a
balanced, yet diverse routine in order
to realize certain extremities and the
beauty of each moment we experience.
I gently close my eyes, lost in
thought. I feel the presence of this
recurring routine and wonder
about the evolution of human
tendencies. United by our
love for large crowds,
uploading
pictures,
status updates, and
blasting noises, we
are all contributors,
for the most part. I
wonder why all of
this seems bizarre
from a reflective

perspective,
but
normal
and
invigorating in the moment. I consider
the various methods of imitation
in which we attempt to impress or
intimidate each other. But on Sunday,
I’m carefree.
Thoreau,
interestingly,
spent
merely two years in his cabin before
he returned to civilization. Did excess
seclusion and solitary cogitation leave
him dry in the end? Maybe he realized
that isolationism and individualism
are cherished when balanced with
socialization and competition. Well, it’s
nice to imagine on Sunday morning.
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Good Time To Be a Friar Fan

It’s a good time to be a Friar fan this week. For the first time in my three years here at
Providence College, both our Men’s Basketball and Men’s Ice Hockey teams have established
a place in the post-season. The final piece of steel has been put in place at Schneider Arena
just as the hockey team finds itself nationally ranked and moving on to the semifinals of the
Hockey East Tournament. The once-picked-to-be-dead-last basketball team has garnered a
fourth seed in the National Invitational Tournament. Even the spring shows promise with
the Men’s Lacrosse Team already getting votes to be ranked in the top 20. Big kudos to these
squads for making athletics something to root for, not just for the enjoyment of the game, but
for some real success.
—Matt Santos ’14

Flip-Flop Weather Is Around the Corner

Recently, Mother Nature has graced the Providence College campus with a few days of
sunshine and warm winds, teasing us with the impending arrival of spring. This weather
does not invite one to pack away the sweatpants and break out the shorts; in fact, it’s more
of the go-outside-without-gloves-and-a-scarf kind of weather, yet I have witnessed all types
of beachwear on campus, from flip-flops to short skirts. Of this, I ask: aren’t you cold? Just
looking at these overzealous outfits sends an icy shiver up my spine. After all, the visible
snow piles against every curb are an indication that winter is still lingering around for a
few more weeks. So please take advantage of the little time that is left of bulky-sweatshirtweather, and be patient, for summer will be here before you can say “put some clothes on.”
—Nicole Corbin ’15

Pope Francis Is a Good Choice

Want to be published? Here’s how:
Write 500 words
By Sunday at 9 p.m. &
Send it to cowlcommentary@gmail.com.
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The Catholic cardinals who elected Pope Francis made a good and safe choice. Some
people have expressed discontent that a more liberal cardinal was not chosen. And
although I can sympathize with them, I also believe that Francis, the first Latin American
to be pope, was a good choice. It’s important to understand that historically the Catholic
Church has modernized slowly, so breaking with the tradition of electing a European
pope is a significant move. Since his election, Francis has shown that he will bring his
forward and spontaneous nature to the papacy. It seems that he will be unafraid to assert
his beliefs and lead the church into more modern times.
—Nathan McGuire ’15

We Shouldn’t Have to Pay for Parking

Let’s talk about having cars on campus. Having a car on campus means being able to go
grocery shopping or being able to travel to and from off-campus jobs and internships. We,
as college students, pay an insane amount of money to attend Providence College. Yet,
we—the ones who are paying—have to pay even more money to have a car on campus.
On the other hand, our professors—the ones who are BEING PAID to work here—pay
nothing to park on campus, in the most convenient parking lots. Does this logic make
sense to anyone?
—Lynnzie Marinaccio ’13

A Note on Congress’s Funding Allocation Process
by Justin Gomes ’13
Guest Commentary
congress
Two issues ago, The Cowl published
an article that included concerns
regarding
Student
Congress’
allocation process. I am writing to
provide a further explanation of the
Student Congress’ allocation process,
our methods of communication,
and the steps that the body has
taken in recent years to improve the
allocation process and programming
at Providence College. This year,
Student Congress has made some
substantial changes to the allocation
process and clubs/organizations’
procedure, which will prove beneficial
for our students in the future.
Each year, Student Congress is
given $550,000 to allocate to clubs
and organizations. With the number
of clubs increasing and the allocated
amount staying the same, Student
Congress is forced to make difficult
budgetary decisions and implement
regulations that are communicated
via the Committee on Clubs and
Orgs and Executive Board Training.
Additionally, the Executive Treasurer
of Student Congress holds a Treasurer
Training Session. Clubs meet with
the Student Congress during the first
weeks of the semester to develop a
budget. Line items within a club’s
budget are meant to correspond

directly to actual events/programs
that will occur during the semester.
A complete allocations budget is
proposed to Student Congress one
week and then voted upon the next by
members who were directly elected to
represent their class. The entire process
is public and students are invited to
attend and advocate for changes in
budgets. Also, The Cowl publishes
a weekly Student Congress update.
Student Congress is committed to
ensuring that students get the most
for their money. I encourage all those
who want more input on allocations
to join us in the process by contacting
their class representatives, coming to
a meeting, or themselves running for
a position on Student Congress.
Prior to this year, the allocation
process occurred once per semester.
We have now moved to a full year
budget process. Negotiating a final
budget takes a lot of time and it is
important clubs receive funds quickly
to begin their initiatives. At the end of
last year, Student Congress legislated
that a budget for the entire academic
year be proposed in the fall semester.
This year we also clarified how
allocated funds versus agency funds
are to be used. The “reallocations
process” that was referred to in The
Cowl is actually a mid-year review.
Beginning in the spring semester,
clubs meet with Student Congress to
assess their budget. If an organization
did not use the money allocated to
them as they stated they were going
to or sometimes any money at all,

their budget is adjusted. Unused funds
are deposited in a general fund or
transferred to a different organization
that is in need for a potential program.
Student Congress is constantly
looking to create new opportunities
for clubs and organizations to try new
programs.
Clubs are required to submit
monthly financial reports describing
the month’s transactions. It is
the responsibility of the
executive board to get
these documents in
on time and if they
repeatedly fail to
do so, they are
penalized.
Every
month, members
of the Clubs and
Orgs Committee
send
courtesy
reminders to club
treasurers,
but
communication
with
Student
Congress must be
twofold.
These
processes
are
instrumental
in
ensuring
that
student money is used
efficiently. They can be
time consuming for clubs.
A successful year requires
well-thought
planning
from the beginning. Here
it’s important to have a
strong executive board.
In
conjunction
with

SAIL, Student Congress is constantly
assessing the success of different
programs. In my personal opinion, the
College is largely over programmed,
and this is at the root of many issues
surrounding our clubs/organizations.
But with these mechanisms now
in place, we are better able to track
inefficiencies and provide
students
with
more quality
programs.
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SAADIA AHMAD ’14/ THE COWL
ABOVE:
The Career Education Center sponsored its Spring Career Fair on Tuesday, March 19, bringing in over 90 different organizations for student
networking and employment and internship opportunities.

PHOTO COURTESY OF EMILY FOSTER ’13
ABOVE:
Campus Ministry held its biannual Dinner with Dominicans on Friday,
March 15, bringing students together with Dominican priests and nuns
for a pasta dinner.

JESSICA HO ’14/ THE COWL
LEFT:
On Monday, March 18, the kick-off event for Unity Week brought in
Wampanoag Singers and Dancers and a lecture by Annawon Weedon
on Native American history and culture.

SAADIA AHMAD ’14/ THE COWL
ABOVE:
PC After Hours and PALS sponsored an Easter Basket Bingo on Friday, March 15, with the
Portuguese Club providing pastries and treats.
RIGHT:
A Campus Ministry Council Info Session was held on Tuesday, March 19. Applications are available
in the Campus Ministry Center and in the Slavin Office and are due Wednesday, March 27.

SAADIA AHMAD ’14/ THE COWL

MORGAN PEKERA ’15/ THE COWL

LEFT:
Sponsored by The Cowl, BMSA, and
PCTV, the first annual Friar Forum
took place on Monday, March 18
and discussed issues of diversity
on campus. Panelists (from left to
right) included Lauren Kelly ’13 from
SHEPARD, Magali Garcia-Pletsch ’13
from SOAR, Institutional Diversity
Officer Rafael Zapata, Student
Congress President Justin Gomes ’13,
sociology professor Eve Veliz, and
Chaplain Fr. James Cuddy, O.P. Arman
Oganisian ’13, editor-in-chief of The
Cowl, served as the moderator.

Compiled by Saadia Ahmad ’14, Photo Editor, and Rebecca Brophy ’13, Assistant Photo Editor
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What is your favorite
springtime activity?

“Laying out on the quad with my friends!”
Nicole Mazza ’14

“Chasing squirrels.”
Megan Kelly ’15

“Hiking!”
Lexi Moubarak ’15

March 21, 2013

“Yoga and poetry on the beach!”
Meghan Kelly ’15, Kevin Salvaggio ’14

“Debate, Andres! What else...?”
John Bugnacki ’15

“Pogo Sticking!”
Rosie Weyrich ’15

“Getting arrested!”
By Andres Taborda ’15, Asst. News Editor
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Relay for Life: Because Everyone
Loves a Birthday Party
by Sarah O’Brien ’15
Asst. A&E Editor
CAMPUS EVENT
More birthdays. Longer life.
Loved ones. Why do you Relay?
This Friday, March 22, you will
have the opportunity to show
your support for those battling
cancer,
to
celebrate
cancer
survivors, and to honor those who
lost their lives to this disease.
Providence
College’s
Relay
for Life event, organized by the
PC chapter of Colleges Against
Cancer, will take place in Peterson
Recreation Center and is open to
all students. Relay teams have been
formed, but individuals—even
those who have not registered—
are welcome. Relay will be a 24hour event, from 6 p.m. to 6 a.m.,
signifying that “cancer never
sleeps,” and teams are encouraged
to have at least one member walking
around the track at all times.
PC’s Relay coordinators hope
this year’s event, themed “Relay
Around the World,” is as successful
as the last. There will be activities
going on throughout the night, and
people can partake in everything
from prize drawings to fitness and
dance classes to Student Congress’
Pie-in-the-Face game to seeing
a comedy show performed by
Rejects on the Rise or Six Gents.
One of the most popular forms of
entertainment is head shaving (yes,
you read that right). Students can
put a “price” on their hair, and if
that amount is raised, they will face
the razor. Hair 8 inches or longer
will be donated to Pantene Beautiful
Lengths, a program that provides
female cancer patients with free
wigs. Stacy Thomas ’14, co-chair
for Relay, was touched by the bold
acts of Courtney Clerkin ‘13 and
Bridget Murphy ‘15 at Relay 2012.
“I was so inspired at last year’s
Relay when two girls shaved their
heads and collectively raised $3,400.
It was incredible; we emptied
out the ATMs,” said Thomas.
Overall, last year’s Relay raised
close to $75,000, and the goal
is to reach $80,000 in donations
for the American Cancer Society
this year. The money is making
a difference—a new ACS study
shows a 20 percent decline in cancer
mortality from its peak in 1991.
Thomas discusses that other goals
include “to have a quarter of the
school’s population participate,
and to have a really good time.”
“We also hope to get people
excited about fundraising, and
to continue even
after Relay, since
people can donate
to
teams
until
August,”
added
co-chair
Megan
Grammatico ’15.
The ceremony is
a highly emotional
one, and allows an

opportunity to bring the entire
College community together for
a fun night endorsing an amazing
cause. Everyone knows someone
who has been impacted by cancer
in some way—be it a friend,
a family member, a neighbor,
a classmate—each person at
Relay has a reason to be there.
“When I was 12, my
grandfather died the day after
he learned he had cancer. My
grandmother had kept it from
him, thinking there was nothing
that could be done. I never got

to say goodbye,” Thomas shares. “I
Relay to help find a cure and to show
people that cancer is not the end.”
Grammatico is also attached to Relay,
and fully supports the American Cancer
Society. She reveals, “Four years ago,

my aunt was diagnosed with fourthstage melanoma. She had six little kids,
and ACS was awesome for family, so
I’m committed to the organization.”
Join the movement for more birthdays
this Friday. Who do you Relay for?

PHOTOS COURTESY OF JESSICA HO ’14
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Game of Thrones: winter is coming
by Serena Ambroselli ’16
A&E Staff
TELEVISION
It is time to batten down the hatches,
folks! Season three of Game of Thrones
is fast approaching, and things in
Westeros have never looked more
complicated and violent. The third
season will be loosely based on the
first half of the third novel in the Game
of Thrones series, A Song of Fire and Ice,
written by George R. R. Martin. For
those of you who, like me, need your
memories jogged regarding the events
of season two in preparation for the next
10-episode chapter of the popular HBO
series, a recap is in order (spoilers ahead!).
Season two starts with four men
playing in the game of thrones of
Westeros: Joffrey Baratheon, the boy
king, Renly Baratheon and his brother,
Stannis, and Robb Stark of the North.
There is, of course, a woman in the
game as well: Daenerys Targaryen, the
mother of dragons. While the reigning
Joffrey intends to maintain his hold
on the crown despite his evident lack
of kingly qualities, the rest of the four
engage in a bloody race to King’s
Landing, where they can dispose of
Joffrey and sit on the highly coveted
Iron Throne, each professing their own
legitimate claims to rule.
Daenerys gets caught up in the city
of Qarth, where her young dragons
are stolen but subsequently retrieved.
Meanwhile, Robb Stark has taken Jaime
Lannister captive. That is, until Robb’s
mother, Catelyn, frees the King Slayer

under the illusion that doing so will
warrant the return of her daughters,
Arya and Sansa—both of whom she
believes to be at King’s Landing. Sansa
is at King’s Landing, suffering under
the cruelty of Joffrey, her betrothed,
but Arya has managed to escape and
instead finds herself first at Harrenhal
and then working as a servant-girl
for an unknowing Tywin Lannister.
Catelyn Stark is also concerned about
her two young boys, believed to be safe
at home in Winterfell. An unfortunate
attack by a traitorous Theon Greyjoy,
however, forces the boys to leave the
charred remains of their home.
Stannis Baratheon, at the behest of
a mystical woman named Melisandre,
assassinates his brother Renly indirectly

through the use of dark magic. Stannis
lays siege on King’s Landing with his
massive fleet, which is on the receiving
end of some nasty wildfire that Tyrion
Lannister discovers and puts to use,
creating a vibrant green explosion on
the waters of Blackwater Bay. While
all this is happening on one side of the
Wall, Jon Snow—after undergoing a
series of strange events with his fellow
men of the Night’s Watch—is taken
captive by Wildlings. The climactic
season finale comes in the form of the
remaining Night’s Watch searching for
Jon Snow, hearing—for the first time
in history—three horns and running
for cover from the onslaught of the
dreaded White Walkers. The zombie
apocalypse is upon Westeros!

Hopefully you are now prepared
to sit down in angst as you watch the
first episode of the new season, airing
on Sunday, March 31 at 9 p.m. on
HBO, unfold right before your eyes.
How long will it take for someone to
put Joffrey in his place (a.k.a. six feet
under)? With so much left hanging
in the air at season two’s close, it is
safe to assume that season three will
entail a lot more gore, uncomfortable
sex scenes, and startlingly unexpected
turns of events that will not only render
viewers aghast but will also leave us
wanting so much more—a feat that is
a sure sign of a show worth getting
hooked on.

PHOTOS COURTESYSCRRENRANT.COM
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EDITOR VS. EDITOR
This Week: Favorite Easter Candy

Sarah O’Brien

Sarah Dombroski

Her Choice: Large Caramel Cadbury Eggs

Her Choice: Mini Chocolate Cadbury Eggs

Her Views: This is not just chocolate we’re talking about.
This is chocolate with CARAMEL inside. Sarah just doesn’t
understand. She’s probably one of those girls who pronounces
caramel incorrectly, with, like, seven syllables. Sure, good things
come in little packages, and all that. But if we’re being honest
here, the only thing we like “mini” is Mouse. “I wish my dorm
was miniature!” is just not something heard ’round these parts.
Friartown is a big deal. We like big wins, big numbered GPAs,
and BIG Caramel Cadbury Eggs. Ya lost this one, Dombro. Eat
your heart out.

Her Views: I love mini chocolate Cadbury Eggs because
it’s like portion control!!! LOL JKJKJK, obviously. They
come in a big-sized pack, but they are fun-sized eggs.
Additionally, it is like two candies in one, so fun!
Frankly, I am not sure what makes these little droplets
of heaven so gosh darn gr8, but I’m just going to go
ahead and say it is the quality chocolate, crunchy candy
coating, and the bite-size size that allows you to eat it
all at once. Additionally, it is probably the only thing
that is better, smaller. So, that’s good.

Her Views on Dombroski: Sarah, you don’t have to hide your
fears behind nervous shrieks of LOL JK and an overeager
amount of exclamation points. I get it. It’s okay; not everyone can
handle the real deal when it comes to candy. It may be difficult
to swallow the truth, and you may get choked up. I don’t care…
this is something you need to hear. Consider it a random act of
kindness, an Easter gift from me to you. You probably don’t like
the Big East, either, instead preferring small-town Little League
games. We’ll find you at a local Pee Wee scrimmage, eating your
mini eggs and hanging with your Peeps, pretending they’re
your peeps. On the bright side, Little Miss Sunshine should take
comfort in the knowledge that she has won far fewer editor
battles than me. Mini number, hooray! Baby steps, Sar; you’ll get
there. Someday, baby, we may even take you out of the corner.

Her Views on O’Brien: Bigger is not better O’B. The
process of eating an XXL Cadbury egg is basically akin
to eating a special roll of sushi, which is not charming
or flattering. Not to say that being charming and
flattering is necessary, but it couldn’t hurt if you’re
already stuffing your face with candy to begin with.
Gluttony goes againt all that Easter stands for Sarah,
I mean, look at Se7en. Frankly, that insult could fly to
either one of us, and it probably should.

PHOTO COURTESY OF PRODUCTOFLOVLINESS.WORDPRESS.COM
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Where are they now? Cast of the O.C.
by Kelly Laske ’16
A&E Staff
TELEVISION
The O.C., which was the big breakout
show of the early 2000s, is still raved
about by people of all ages. Fans of
The O.C. have admitted to re-watching
every season of the show because
they cannot seem to get over their
obsession. The hit show, which aired
from late 2003 to early 2007, took place
in the upscale community of the sunny,
waterfront town of Newport Beach,
Calif. The fictional series focused on
teenagers and their families trying to
survive the drama, scandals, constant
rumors, love affairs, and troubles of
Orange County.
Benjamin McKenzie, who played
Ryan Atwood, the bad boy from
Chino who was taken in by lawyer
Sandy Cohen, was loved by teenage
girls everywhere for his harsh façade
and kind heart. Ryan Atwood was
immediately adored by viewers for
meshing with his new family and new
brother, Seth Cohen. McKenzie has
since made a name for himself and won
critical praise for his role as an L.A. cop
in a more serious show, Southland.
Mischa Barton, who played Marissa
Cooper, the girl-next-door and onand-off love interest of Ryan, was
considered one of Hollywood’s “It
Girls” after the premiere of the show.
Marissa Cooper was dealing with the
stresses of school and the divorce of
her parents by battling with drugs and
alcohol. Barton, who upset die-hard
fans by quitting the show, went on

PHOTO COURTESY OF JUSTJARED.COM

to star in Ashton Kutcher’s television
show, The Beautiful Life, and start up
her own fashion line. With neither
project being successful, Barton got
into some DUI trouble and has laid
low since then.
Adam Brody, who played Seth
Cohen, the comic book-obsessed nerd
who loved to sail, skyrocketed into
stardom by stealing the hearts of girls
all over the country. No one could resist
Cohen’s persistence to win Summer
Roberts’ heart. Girls could not wait to
watch the next episode to witness their
constantly evolving relationship. Since

the finale of The O.C., Brody has starred
in numerous films such as Jennifer’s
Body, Scream 4, The Romantics, and The
Oranges. Although Adam Brody is
continuing to establish his name, he
will always be known for his quirky
character on The O.C.
Rachel Bilson, who played Summer
Roberts, the pretty and popular girl
who was won over by nerdy Seth
Cohen, was potentially the most
successful actor to come out of The O.C.
Not only did her TV relationship with
Seth Cohen jump-start her career, but
the fact that she and Brody were also

real-life lovers continued to keep her in
the spotlight. After her stint on The O.C.,
Bilson made countless appearances on
TV sitcoms and was cast in numerous
films such as The Last Kiss and Jumper,
where she met her real-life husband,
Hayden Christensen. Bilson currently
has the leading role in The CW’s hit
television show Hart of Dixie.
It is safe to say The O.C. was one of
the most popular shows of the early
2000s for its unpredictable story line,
and the show helped to launch the
careers of these four young actors.

Pentatonix Sings Their Way To Stardom
by Alanna Smith ’14
A&E Staff
MUSIC
A cappella groups have been
increasing in popularity over the last
few years. America’s fascination with
singing groups and reworked pop
songs may have been piqued by Glee,
but the interest has grown larger and
more varied. The film Pitch Perfect, a
movie about college a cappella groups,
was released last fall, winning huge
amounts of critical and popular praise.
NBC has aired three seasons of The
Sing-Off since 2009, with a fourth season
slated to appear within a year. The show
pits a wide range of a cappella groups
against one another as they compete for
a cash prize and a recording contract.
The Sing-Off has featured talent from
the United States and Puerto Rico,
reaching from young teens to elderly,
once-famous musicians hoping for a
second chance in the industry. While all
of the groups featured in the program
have been extremely talented, one
group in particular has really started to
soar into popular consciousness. This
group is Pentatonix.
The group is composed of five
members: Kirstie Maldonado, Mitch
Grassi, Scott Hoying, Avi Kaplan, and
Kevin Olusola. The first three went
to high school together in Arlington,
Texas. They formed a strong friendship
around their love of singing, and when
they realized they wanted to audition
for the third season of The Sing-Off,
they rushed to find two more members.
Through the association of a mutual

PHOTO COURTESY OF ARTHURKADE.COM

friend, Kaplan, their bass, arrived.
They discovered Olusola via YouTube,
where he had attained some fame
through videos in which he played his
cello while beatboxing. The five met in
person for the first time a day before
the audition. This lack of preparation
did not hold them back. They went on
to sing covers from artists such as Katy
Perry, Britney Spears, and Florence +
the Machine. The song that won them
the competition? “Eye of the Tiger” by
Survivor.
The group has followed its success

on the show with YouTube and concert
fame. They have done several cover
videos that have since gone viral,
including versions of “Gangnam Style”
by PSY, “We Are Young” by Fun.,
and “Thrift Shop” by Macklemore
and Ryan Lewis. Their latest video is
a collaboration with Internet-famous
violinist Lindsey Stirling: a gritty and
compelling version of “Radioactive”
by Imagine Dragons. They have also
traveled around the United States on
several successful concert tours, which
included a recent sold-out show at

Boston’s House of Blues. They cover a
mix of familiar tunes from the ’80s and
’90s in addition to more recent songs,
and they add a unique blend of talent
and novelty to each one.
Pentatonix will be making a stop
in Providence on Thursday, April 4,
for a concert at Lupo’s Heartbreak
Hotel at 7:30 p.m. Tickets are only $30,
which falls perfectly within the budget
of a college student with a taste for
awesome a cappella music.
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Commencement 2013!!
CAP AND GOWN DAY
(One day only!)
Wednesday, April 17
'64 Hall, Slavin Center
10:00 am - 5:00 pm
Come join us for this One-Stop Shopping event!
Free Food and Refreshments!
* Pick up your cap and gown: Be sure that all financial obligations are satisfied with the Office of the
Bursar. Account balance information may be viewed on Cyberfriar. Indebtedness to the College will
prohibit pick up of your cap & gown. Also, Federal Direct/Perkins Loan recipients must complete an exit
counseling session. Information regarding this counseling will be forthcoming from the Student Loan
Office. Failure to complete this exit counseling will also prohibit the pickup of your cap & gown.
* Pick up your Senior Packet containing
invitations for family and friends and the Student
Guide to Commencement, which outlines specific
times, locations, etc., to make this a memorable
weekend.
* Pick up your guest tickets to Commencement.

* Visit with your classmates.
* Find out who you'll be sitting next to at
Commencement.
* Get your number in line for the
Commencement processional.

Attendance is mandatory and a photo ID is required. Please notify the Office of College Events via e-mail
at colevent@providence.edu or by phone at ext. 2344 in advance if you are unable to attend.

S M I T H C E N T E R U P D AT E
Coming up this season ...

CURTAINS
A MUSICAL
April 12-14 & 19-21
book by Rupert Holmes
music by John Kander
lyrics by Frank Ebb

SPRING DANCE
CONCERT
April 27 & 28

STUDENT FILM
FESTIVAL

Department of Theatre, Dance & Film

May 2nd

www.providence.edu/theatre (401) 865 - 2218
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5-MINUTE WALK OUTSIDE HARKINS GATE,
ACROSS FROM PRIME CUTS
ROB

MICHELLE

SCHNEIDER RODRIGUEZ
ADRIEN

BRODY

WITH

LINDSAY

LOHAN

See the RED BAND trailer at inappropriatecomedy.com
ND
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Pet Sitting

by Melanie Souchet ’14
Portfolio Staff
fiction
Really, when it came down to it, he
needed money and his neighbor Jane
needed someone to look after her cat.
It was pretty good pay for an easy job,
and since he couldn’t get a “real job,”
James had to earn money anywhere he
could. It’d be easy, right? A cat was a
cat. They didn’t do much.
Jane’s cat was a bit more
rambunctious than he was expecting,
though. “Midas, behave,” Jane scolded
as the cat rubbed against James’s leg,
demanding attention.
“It’s fine.” James leaned over to pet
the cat. He seemed friendly, at least.
“He’s a…Bengal, right?”
“Yeah, he’s a bit high-energy, but
he’s a sweetheart.” Midas purred
loudly, as if he understood what she
was saying. “He just needs someone to
play with him, make sure his food and
water are changed, that sort of thing.
It’s only for a few days.”
“I think I can manage.” It wasn’t like
James had anywhere else to go. That was
the problem with summer break in a
new neighborhood. He had no social life
whatsoever.
“Awesome. Thanks so much for
this. One more thing, do you think you
could stop by once a day to change out
Reggie’s water?” Jane gestured to a

tank in the corner of the room. “He’s
already eaten, so he’ll be set until I get
back.”
“Sure.” James glanced at the tank,
then did a double-take. There was a
snake in there. A snake. Not a terribly
large one, but still. He hadn’t expected
that.
Jane must have seen the look on
his face. “He’s harmless,” she said
reassuringly. “Completely docile,
totally used to humans. He’s a ball
python, they’re not even venomous.
This won’t be a problem, right?”
“Ah, no.” James shook his head.
“No, it’s not a problem. Change his
water. Got it.”
“You’re a life saver.” Jane grinned.
“Here, I’ll grab Midas’s stuff…”
The minute she disappeared from
the room, James glared at the snake. It
wasn’t like he had a serious phobia of
snakes or anything. But just because he
wasn’t terrified of them didn’t mean he
was fond of them. “Why couldn’t you
have been a gerbil?” he whispered.
The snake didn’t respond.
Fortunately, Reggie the Snake
wasn’t a problem for the first few days.
Whenever James walked to the house
to change his water, the snake was just
sitting there on his log, or curled up
in his little castle thing. “No offense,
but do you actually do anything?” he
asked the snake one day. Reggie didn’t
even hiss. His tongue just flicked out
briefly. “Yeah, that’s what I thought.”

James didn’t see the appeal of a pet
snake, but Reggie didn’t ever try to bite
him, and he wasn’t expected to feed it
a dead rat or anything. So he tolerated
the serpent. Right until the day before
his neighbor was supposed to come
home. James had the feeling something
was wrong the minute he set foot in the
house. “Hello?” he called, thinking at
first that his neighbor had come home
early. When there wasn’t any reply, he
crept forward, intending to just change
Reggie’s water and go home to lavish
more attention on the (incredibly
energetic) cat, Midas. It was when he
went to open Reggie’s container that
he realized what was wrong.
The top was open, just enough for
a snake to squeeze through. And there
was no sign of Reggie.
For a second, James was frozen
with panic. A thousand swear words
ran through his head. He managed
to snap out of it and searched every
inch of the living room for the snake.
No sign of Reggie. He checked
the rest of the rooms downstairs,
including the bathroom. Still no
Reggie. He ran upstairs, checked
the bathroom and the bedroomturned-office. Nothing. This left
his neighbor’s bedroom. “Reggie, if
you’re not in here…” he muttered.
He felt like a creeper as he opened
the door and peered inside.
The snake was curled up on the
floor in a patch of sunlight. James
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breathed a sigh of relief. There.
Snake found. Problem solved, right?
No, not solved. Now he had to get
it back to the cage. He actually had to
pick up the snake.
James
swallowed
hard
and
approached the snake. Reggie didn’t
move. “Hey, buddy,” he said. “I’m
just gonna…pick you up, put you back
in your thing…okay?” Moving very
slowly, James picked up the snake.
He was surprised at how smooth
Reggie’s scales were, and the fact that
the snake’s only reaction was to look
at him and curl up slightly to conform
to the shape of James’s hands. “Yeah,
okay…okay, we’re good…”
It took every ounce of self-control
he had not to run down the stairs and
throw the snake back in the tank. He
moved slowly, trying not to startle
the completely unperturbed snake.
It seemed like an eternity, but soon
Reggie was back on his log, safe and
sound. Thank God. “You are a bad
person,” James informed the snake.
Reggie didn’t seem offended by this.
James changed Reggie’s water, as
always, though he was less wary as he
put the bowl back in the tank. And just
before he left (this time making sure
the enclosure was securely closed),
James paused. “Thanks for not biting
me,” he said quietly.
Reggie stuck out his tongue.
James chose to take that as a “you’re
welcome.”
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Name that
Character!
Claims to Fame
He's not a marauding, nine-foot-tall monster...but he
did make one!

Chosen Craft
Scientist, with a special focus on anatomy and
electricity.

Hot or Not?
Not exactly a looker. Hard to see past his abominable
creation.

Personality
Egotistical, self-righteous, intellectual, and unwilling
to back down from a challenge.

Conflicts
Does he dare create another monster in order to
possibly save humanity?

Check Back Next Week
for the Answer!
Illustration by
Casey Lynch ’14

Last Week's Answer:
Aeneas
“I am Aeneas, duty bound, and known
above high air of heaven.”
Aeneas, The Aeneid 1.519-520
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Blue Deep
by Emily Goodnow ’14
Portfolio Staff
When unruly ripples
Are running through,
What is the anchor
In the salty blue?
I think gentle hands
And stable feet
Will not allow
My nautical retreat.
I’ve heard that honest lips
And attentive eyes
Can effectively prevent
The tides to rise.
Swirling around the salty blue,
What is stable,
And what is true?
When I come crashing
Into the crests,
What is the solution
That is best?
And where can I find
A nice life vest?

Almost Spring
by Elizabeth O'Neill ’16
Portfolio Staff
The breeze kissed my face,
Tossing my hair across my shoulders,
Breathing in my ear,
Gently inhaling, exhaling,
The warmth poured itself across my skin,
Sweet sunshine seeping into my veins,
My eyes were closed,
My heart was open,
And at that moment it hit me
That I knew exactly what it meant
To be infinite
To be so wildly free that nothing could touch me
So wildly free in this reborn warmth,
With the breeze dancing around me
And the birds singing softly
And me
Lying here
Under an endless sky
Forever
Not thinking, just being, just feeling...
Infinite.

The Quiet
by Justin Fernandez ’15
Portfolio Staff
Hidden down beneath my skin
My heart beats fast but never bursts.
The tongues cut fast like wind to flame,
But I’ll say no words or lie awake.
This sea won’t swell but simmers in the sun;
And I’ll keep warm singing Achilles’ song.
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What’s in a Shadow?
by Keely Mohin ’14
Portfolio Editor
personal essay
My best friend as a child was a little
girl named Shadow. She was tiny and
precocious, and I met her when she and
her sister moved to my hometown from
Timbuktu. She spent her days riding
an elephant and earning pocket money
tap dancing and playing the guitar in
the park. I have long since outgrown
my little imaginary friend, but her
presence will never be forgotten. She
taught me perhaps the most important
lesson I have ever learned. She taught
me to imagine.
Shadow appeared during lazy days
of boredom. At first, all she embodied
was my own shadow, a darkened
reflection upon my wall that I liked to
talk to. Soon, though, her appearance
and story became clear to me. She
was pale and petite, complete with
blue eyes and spunky pigtails. She
didn’t have a mommy or a daddy, but
sometimes her sister came to visit her.
She slept on my floor, and sometimes,
if I was feeling generous, I let her hold
my security blanket, Mooky.
The magic of Shadow was that she
could be anything I wanted her to be.
If I was sad, she was my comforter. If
I was lonely, she was my friend. If I
was angry, she was someone to escape
to. My favorite thing about Shadow,
though, was that she was mine. I could
invent her past, present, and future. She
was the little story I wrote in my brain,
my varying invention. I could spend
hours pondering all the people she had
met and all the places she had seen.

Years passed and Shadow faded,
giving way to middle school and
maturity. I never forgot her, though,
and I often looked fondly back
upon all the fun I had imagining her
stories. I soon found myself inspired
by everything around me. I often
observed people in stores or on buses
and imagined what their lives were
like. Who did the little old lady sitting
in the back of the bus go home to? Did
she have a plethora of grandchildren
with whom she spent rainy Sunday
afternoons baking chocolate chip
cookies? Or was she alone with only
memories of a better past preserved in
photographs kept in a delicate hat box?
Questions such as these became
means of my inspiration, and I soon
discovered that everything served as a
source of incredible potential.
I soon discovered that everything
around me had a shadow, a story
merely waiting to be imagined.
Overwhelmed with all my ideas,
I began writing my stories down.
Soon it was no longer a hobby; it
was a passion. Ideas began to strike
me anywhere and everywhere, and I
was instantly propelled into a world
where science had no limits and
fascination took hold. My once empty
and forgotten journals became filled
with stories of fairies and demons, of
sinners and saints.
Like my imaginary friend, my
stories became my emotional outlet.
If I ever found myself overwhelmed,
sad, lonely, or even happy, I could
write a story reflecting my mood.
When the world went wrong, I
could make it right. When justice
failed, I could make it prevail. When

someone died, I could make them live.
To me, a blank pad of paper and a
ball point pen served as a means
of endless and mind-boggling
opportunities.
In every situation there is
an everlasting opportunity
to create and imagine. What
started as a simple outlet for
boredom became my very way
of life. I’ve discovered that in
every person there is something
to be seen. In every situation,
there is something to extract.
In every painful experience,
there
is
something
to be learned. The
whole world serves
as a fountain of
inspiration simply
waiting to be
discovered.

Tiffany & Earl
Dear Smelly,
I'm going to tell you
something no one has had the
courage to tell you thus far: EW.
There's a secret to happiness,
and it's this: don't sweat, just
glisten. Clearly your body has
rejected this age-old adage and
tried to go off on its own beaten path. That is
never admirable nor is it valorous. It's simply
freaking gross. Do me a favor, and never, ever,
ever try to force a girl to accept your sweaty
problem. It's just not kosher. Instead, RUN to
the nearest CVS and pick yourself up some
extra strength anti-perspirant. In fact, buy
a lifetime's supply. Then hide away in your
dorm, smear it all over your entire body, and
wait until you have achieved a miracle. Give it
time, though. Don't assume that just because
the product worked once, it will work again.
If marketing has taught us anything, it's that
its principles are derived from magic and
unicorns, and there is no rhyme or reason to
anything having to do with it. The key here is
baby steps. Maybe try going outside for five
minutes, then 10, then 15, etc. Only until you
have been outside for a full five hours can
you then even DREAM of finding yourself a
leading lady. Godspeed, icky one.

Making PC an emotionally stable place one
letter at a time

This Week:
Pit Stains
Dear Tiff and Earl,
I have this really embarrassing problem. I sweat constantly,
no matter the weather, and always have huge, disgusting
stains beneath my arms. I think this has had a detrimental
effect on my dating prowess. How do I get the girls to see
past my moist little problem? Do you think there's anyone
out there willing to embrace it?
Love,
Smelly Sweats

Dear Sweats,
Many reptiles share your
moistness issue, amibro. So,
you might want to expand
your dating pool to include
literal pools. I've seen some
preeeeetty attractive frogs
down at the old Roger
Williams Zoo. Failing that, you could make
use of feminine hygiene products—they
are designed specifically to solve moistness
issues, as long as you keep an eye on your
pH balance. If you are totally dedicated to
your secretions, the last choice available
is to bottle the body-water, let it age, then
market it as a new natural musk. You could
call it "My Body, for Men." Instead of a gross
stinkwave, you will exude the new standard
of human mating attractiveness. Now you
will be a much more visable partner in the
great mating dance we call "college."
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On April 4...
401-454-4800
401-454-4801
1005 Smith Street
Providence, RI 02908
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Thursday: 11am-2am
Friday & Saturday: 11am-4am
Sunday-Wednesday: 11am-11pm

ORDER ONLINE at NYPizzaRI.com
WE DELIVER!

30% OFF ALL ITEMS

"Creating news since
1935"

LAST CHANCE TO ENJOY THE ERIN STUDENT LIVING
COMMUNITY FOR ACADEMIC YEAR 2014-2015
EDENDERRY

TOLLAMORE

CASTLEBAR

LIMERICK

GALWAY

TIPPERARY

98-100 Eaton Street

138-140 Radcliffe Avenue

127-129 Pinehurst Avenue

133 Pinehurst Avenue

141-143 Pembroke Avenue

KILLARNEY

Only
6 apartments left.
Call now to experience the
best of off campus housing
in the Houses with the
Irish Names.

CLAREMORRIS

93 Pinehurst Avenue

Stan Kizlinski

29 Huxley Avenue

94-96 EATON STREET



Cell/Text 401-316-8457



Email skizlinski@verizon.net

ErinStudentLiving.com

ADVERTISEMENT

24 The Cowl

March 21, 2013

PC SLAM DUNK
SPECIAL

PC 3-POINTER
SPECIAL

FRIAR’S LUCKY PUCK
SPECIAL

Large Buffalo Chicken Pizza
Large Buffalo Chicken Sub
10-piece Buffalo Chicken Wings
2-liter Soda
Large Fries

Small Buffalo Chicken Pizza
5-piece Buffalo Chicken Wings
Small Fries

Large Buffalo Chicken Pizza
Or
Large Barbecue Pizza
Or
Large Steak Pizza

$29.99

$10.99

$10.99

DINE-IN SPECIAL
HIRIN
NOW

G!

2 Orders over 24.99 and Get
2 Large Fries and a 2-liter Soda
FREE
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401-331-4040
11am-4am
7 Days a Week
369 Douglas Ave.
(Bottom of Eaton St.)

FREE DELIVERY
*May Not Be Combined With Other Offers
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Is Tiger Woods Back?
He’s Back

Not Quite Convinced

Tiger Woods’ 76th PGA tour win at
the WGC Championship is more than just
another tally on the career win total; it is a
sign of things to come. The discussion of
whether or not Woods can recover from
his fall from grace has dominated the
headlines of the PGA for over a year now.
Although there have been previous signs
of his return to dominance, I truly believe
that this was the win that will get him back
on track.
My reasoning for this lies in the manner
in which he took home the WGC trophy.
He dominated the first three rounds of the
event, and as the entire golf world knows,
when Woods has a big lead going into the
final round, he does not lose it. The way
in which he dominated those rounds was
the truly impressive part of Woods’ win.
He shot a 66, 65, and 67 in those three
rounds on a course in desperate need of
renovation.
Regardless of the condition of the course,
Tiger was showing things in his game
that have been missing for a long time.
Although he is known as one of the best
putters in golf, his putting was consistent
throughout the entire event. He was almost
automatic on the greens throughout the
event, seemingly converting every 10-to15 foot putting opportunity that he had.
However, the most crucial turnaround in
his game during the event was the work he
did with his driver and irons. These clubs
had provided Woods with struggles before
the event, and he was stellar with them the
whole time. The solid play that he had
with those clubs gave him the opportunity
to dominate with his putter the way he
did. All of these aspects combined make
me think that Woods will be ruling golf
again before we know it.

Is Woods finally back? The
question is thrown around every time
he has a decent round or finds himself
within striking distance of the leader.
The substantial mental component to
golf means momentum swings are
long and pronounced. This three-year
downturn has been both. Tiger Woods
has taken stretches of time off and
switched caddies and swing coaches
in attempts to raise his game back to
Woods levels. Now, with two wins
already this Tour season, it appears
something finally worked.
Tiger Woods has not had two wins
this early in five years. His putter
is working for him again and he is,
for the first time in a while, within
striking difference of the world No. 1
ranking.
Among what makes this resurgence
different than previous ones, and
should make it more permanent, is
the pressure shift. The fall of Woods
left a vacuum at the top that no other
golfer was poised to step into. He was
the face of golf and its only superstar.
Expectations were high when he came
back, and they did not subside for a
long time. Pressure can mess with
a golfer’s game, most recently Rory
McIlroy, and expectations can be a
major factor in performance.
Tiger Woods has shown he still
has it in him to be a dominant force
in golf again. And yes, he is back, for
now. The Masters will be the final test
because the pressure will be back. Can
he handle it?

-DJ Anderson ’16

-Veronica Lippert ’15
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Spotlight

Men’s Basketball: The Friars made the NIT, their first postseason berth
Men’s
sinceBasketball:
2009. And they made the most of it, dismantling the Charlotte 49ers
at home 75-66. The Friars were led by Kris Dunn ’16 who posted 14 points,
nine rebounds and six assists. PC will continue to the second round where
they face Robert Morris.
Men’s Ice Hockey: The basketball team is not the only team tasting the
post season. The Friars hosted their first Hockey East Quarterfinal series
since 2003, taking on UNH. AThe Friars sent the Wildcats packing, taking
the exciting series 2-1. PC was paced by Nick Saracino ’16, who had four
goals and an assist in the series. For his efforts he was named Hockey East
Player of the Week. PC takes on UMass-Lowell in the TD Garden for the
semifinal.
Men’s Lacrosse: The win streak has ended. The Friars rode into the Big
East play on a five game streak, but it was halted by tough competition in
Georgetown and Syracuse. The Friars fell to Georgetown 16-8, and then
fell to Syracuse 18-9. PC hosts Siena next week, and then travels to Bryant.
Women’s Softball: The girls won two but lost two last week. The Friars
beat Manhattan and Holy Cross, but dropped contests to Manhattan and
Stony Brook.

News

Award Podium: The awards keep piling up for PC Men’s Hockey. Tim
Schaller ’13 won Hockey East’s Gladiator Best Defensive Forward, while
Jon Gillies ’16 was named to the Pro Ambitions All Rookie Team. Nick
Saracino ’16 was also named Hockey East Player of the Week for his
efforts in the Quarterfinal Series agianst UNH.
New Big East: Time to drop the “Catholic 7.” Recently the league
announced that it will keep the Big East name, as 10 teams, including
PC prepare for the 2013-2014 season. PC will join the new league, along
with current Big East schools Georgetown, Marquette, Villanova, St.
John’s, Seton Hall, and DePaul. The league also announced the addition
of Xavier, Butler, and Creighton.

Breaking the Brackets
by Sean Bailey ’14
Asst. Sports Editor
column
We have officially hit it, the
magical month of the year: March.
And with March obviously comes
March Madness, which is by far the
best yearly sporting event. (I would
put it ahead of the Super Bowl, but
somewhere behind the Olympics).
The time of the year where America
is collectively glued to their screens
for weeks at a time, trying to soak
up the action. This month, heroes
will emerge, and a new Cinderella
will dance deep into the brackets.
And millions of Americans will try to
predict the heroes, the Cinderellas, all
through their brackets.
Millions will fill them out,
heatedly and openly debating the
fates of schools like the University of
Montana, or players as young as 18
years old. Picking a perfect bracket is
nearly unheard of, and even picking
a pool-winning bracket is immensely
difficult. How does one predict the
unpredictable? It is a question that not
only plagues New England weather
experts, but also troubles the minds of
millions of Americans.
College basketball experts will be
pulled out of the woodwork in hopes

to answer these questions, and steer
brave bracket-picking people towards
the proper alleys. But, who could ever
have forecasted the Butler run to the
NCAA finals for two straight years?
Who could ever have seen Providence,
led by Billy Donovan and a young
coach named Rick Pitino, shoot its
way to the Final Four in 1987? Who
could have seen Lehigh emerge over
the Duke Blue Devils? CJ McCollum
carrying his squad to a win over a
bunch of NBA-bound players led by
Austin Rivers? The point is, you can
not. But I know a way around this,
reader. It is time to break away from
the shackles of oppression. Throw
away your brackets.
You heard correct. Toss away your
brackets. Why do you need them?
Picking an accurate bracket is no
longer a sign that your knowledge of
college basketball is superior. It is a
knowledge that you have a Mr. Hyde
complex, a side so maniacal, that you
somehow predicted the Tournament
correctly. To predict madness is to
have a deep knowledge of it, and to
have a knowledge of madness is to
be psychologically insane. And who
wants that?
Jokes, and philosophical ponderings
aside, why have a bracket? I have
always felt that a bracket hinders a
viewer’s appreciation of the event.
The majesty of the Tournament should

be appreciated without the worry of
your bracket. The passion and the
energy in the gym is electric when
David picks up the rock and sends
mighty Goliath down. And you will
not appreciate the seismic shock of
mighty Goliath’s heavy fall if your
first thought is how the fall shakes
your precious bracket up. You should
freely enjoy watching the underdog
rise up, a school without the talent,
without the resources, stepping onto
the court and proving once again
that anything can happen with
hard work. It is the stories that
make March Madness, and that
makes Madness the greatest. So
do not shackle yourself down
to a bracket this year.

Photo courtesy of Susan Shay
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This year’s bracket is one of the most difficult in years. The parody in Division I basketball this year makes every region
looks as though it is on a level playing field. Therefore, deciding on Final Four teams and an eventual winner is much
more challenging than it sounds.
I like Michigan State in the Midwest region purely based on the magic that Spartans’ Coach Tom Izzo seems to create
every season. His team lost a tough game in the semifinals of the Big Ten Tournament to Ohio State, but we have seen him
lead teams to the Final Four without a conference tournament win. I love the Spartans’ combination of guards in Keith
Appling and Gary Harris, and big men in Adreian Payne, and Derrick Nix. These players provide a lot of leadership and
can play with any other roster in this region.
For me, the obvious winner in the West is Ohio State. In the bottom part of their region, they are going to have to play
with teams like Notre Dame, New Mexico, Kansas State, and Wisconsin. Even with the Buckeyes’ loss to Wisconsin in the
finals of the conference tournament, I cannot see them struggling with any of these potential matchups. The Buckeyes also
have the weakest one-seed matchup in Gonzaga.
I love Georgetown as the team to emerge out of the South. I think the rightful player of the year is Otto Porter, and he
has played well at the end of games all season. This aspect of his game will push his team through the tournament past
potential foes like Florida, UCLA, Minnesota, Michigan, and even one-seed Kansas.
My final selection to make it to the Final Four in Atlanta is the one seed in the East, Indiana. They have certainly had
their struggles as a team this season, and are coming off a difficult defeat at the hands of Wisconsin in the semis of the Big
Ten Tournament. However, this is another selection I made based on potential matchups. I do not think that Indiana will
have any trouble making the Elite Eight aside from the two teams they could face in the round of 32. Temple and NC State
are two viable teams that could give Indiana more trouble than teams like Syracuse and UNLV. However, I think Indiana
will get by this game and ultimately make the Final Four.
In the Final Four, I prefer Georgetown over Indiana. I believe that Otto Porter is going to create magic in this tourney
and will certainly do so in Atlanta. In the other matchup, I like Michigan State over Ohio State. The season series is at 2-1
in favor of the Buckeyes this year, but Michigan State will reverse their fortunes and make it to the championship game.
In my predicted championship game, I think Georgetown will emerge victorious in a tightly contested game for the ages.
My prediction is a 60-56 Hoyas victory.
-DJ Andersen ’16

In a field that is as wide open as anyone can remember, it is said that
the less you know, the better you will do. While I am not sure about that,
I am sure that picking a Final Four is next to impossible this year. But,
alas, here goes nothing.
From the Midwest region, there are three teams, Duke, Michigan,
and No. 1 overall seed Louisville, that I can see getting to the Final Four
in Atlanta. This is by far the strongest region, with these three teams
combining for numerous Final Four appearances.
However, I see Louisville defeating Michigan State in the Elite Eight,
simply because they are hot right now. The performance they put on at
the Big East Championship was what fans had been waiting to see all
year, breezing by Villanova, Notre Dame, and Syracuse en route to the
title. With Peyton Siva running the point, Russ Smith joining him in the
frontcourt, and Big East Defensive Player of the Year Gorgui Dieng at
center, the Cardinals will not be stopped in the Midwest.
They will face the winner of the West region, containing, in my
opinion, one clear-cut winner in Ohio State. Like Louisville, the
Buckeyes are on fire right now after winning the Big Ten Tournament
Championship over Wisconsin. I think they will win the rematch with
the Badgers in the Elite Eight. They have one of the best defensive
guards in the country in Aaron Craft, a proven scorer in DeShaun
Thomas, and strong guard play with Shannon Scott and Lenzelle Smith
Jr. I believe the Buckeyes have the talent to upset Louisville in the
national semifinals and move on to the championship.
As far as the other side of the bracket, I see Georgetown coming out
of the South, and Indiana coming out of the East region. With Big East
Player of the Year Otto Porter Jr., the Hoyas should beat Michigan in
the Elite Eight, and Indiana should breeze through the East, as I believe
they have the most talent in the country, from center Cody Zeller to
Wooden Award candidate Victor Oladipo to sharpshooter Jordan Hulls.
I cannot see Indiana being stopped this year, as I see them beating both
Georgetown and Ohio State en route to a completion of Tom Crean’s
monstrous rebuilding project that started five years ago.
-Joey Ciccarello ’16
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March 17 marked not only a day of celebration in honor of St. Patrick’s
Day, but also the bracket selection for the 2013 NCAA Men’s Basketball
Tournament. No.1 Louisville in the Midwest, No. 2 Ohio in the West, No. 2
Georgetown in the South, and No. 2 Miami in the East are all the teams in
the Final Four. On paper, these picks look to be an almost cliché prediction,
but these four teams have had a great deal of momentum over the past
several weeks.
Louisville enters the tournament on a 10-game winning streak and fresh
off another Big East Championship. The Cardinals’ last loss was nearly
a month and a half ago, when they lost in five overtimes to Notre Dame.
Junior guard Russ Smith leads the team with 18.1 points per game, while
junior center Gorgui Dieng has posted an average of 9.9 rebounds a game.
Ohio State recently captured their conference-best fifth Big Ten
Championship and will carry their eight-game winning streak into the
NCAA tournament. This season, junior forward Deshaun Thomas is OSU’s
leader in points with an average of 19.5 per game. In addition, junior guard
Aaron Craft was named the Big Ten Tournament MVP and will continue to
lead the Buckeyes far into the NCAA Tournament.
Although Georgetown has lost two of their past four games, the Hoyas
should be able to regain to their previous momentum. Before their recent
slide, the team had an 11-game winning streak, in which they defeated four
top 25 teams. In the NCAA Tournament, sophomore forward Otto Porter Jr.
should continue to dominate for the Hoyas, as he has averaged 16.3 points
and 7.4 rebounds per game.
Over the weekend, Miami won their first-ever Atlantic Coast Conference
Championship with a convincing win over North Carolina. The Hurricanes
also clinched their first ACC regular-season title in program history the
previous week. Sophomore guard Shane Larkin received the honors of ACC
Tournament MVP and has averaged 14.6 points a game this season.
Ultimately, I believe that Louisville will defeat Miami in the NCAA
Tournament finals to capture their first title since 1986. Louisville’s depth
and defense will be able to overcome and abruptly end Miami’s historic
season.
-Sarah Wacik ’15

Photo courtesy of Wilson Sporting Goods
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by James Kirby ’15
Sports Staff
statistics

The turnout at the Hockey
East Quarterfinals was certainly
surprising considering it was St.
Patrick’s Day. Although getting the
students to the game has certainly
proven to be a problem, the more
obvious challenge is maintaining
energy and noise throughout
a game. It is safe to say that
Providence College is not known
for having a rowdy and respectable
student section.
I watched as most of the students
completely lost interest in any form
of cheering about 10 minutes into
what was the biggest game of the
season as PC Men’s Ice Hockey
Team faced off against University of
New Hampshire. I cannot place all
the blame on the students, though.
Even I was about to rip someone’s
head off for chanting “Let’s Go
Friars” repeatedly.
To better understand the student
section’s motivations and opinions
regarding our sporting events, or
lack thereof, as well as how they
could be improved, I sent out a
survey through Friar Faithful.
First, to ensure we are all on the

by the

same page, I asked, “What is your
opinion of the student section
at games, and the enthusiasm
for the sport teams as a whole
on campus?” Out of the four
possible choices—terrible, poor,
satisfactory, excellent—70 percent
voted poor, while not one person
selected excellent.
What does this say about our
student section? Simple: it could
use a lot of work. Regardless of
your participation in cheering
or even in attending the games,
we can all agree that the
student section and atmosphere
surrounding the sports team has a
lot of room for improvement.
Now that we realize that we
could all be better fans, the next
piece is why there are such poor
turnouts at some games. Asking
to check all that apply, I asked,
“What are some factors that
could prevent you from going to
the games?” The survey listed:
social life, team’s performance,
schoolwork,
and
off-campus
arena (for men’s basketball).
Unexpectedly, at least for me,
social life received only seven
of 35 possible votes. The leader?
Schoolwork, garnering 27 votes,
followed by team’s performance
with 18 and having an off-campus

arena with nine.
I concluded the survey with two
open-ended response questions
asking what would encourage fans
to come to more games and, more
importantly, participate in the
student section.
I was pleased when I received
some insightful ideas that we as a
club will implement in the future.
In general, the most popular
responses I received were free
merchandise and better chants.
To summarize the results, I
found that students are aware
that our student section is subpar.
While there are certainly priorities
in life, like schoolwork, I was
stunned that only a small amount
of students placed social lives over
attending a game.
Hopefully this is a good sign
looking ahead, as many of our
sport teams are beginning to turn
a corner and are near to becoming
real contenders on a consistent
basis. Is it too much to dream that
one day our student sections will
be comparable to Duke, Gonzaga,
Boston College (for hockey at least)
and the like? Not at all.
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HOCKEY: Going to the Garden
Men’s Ice Hockey Beats UNH to Advance
Saracino factored in on five of the
Friars’ seven goals earning Hockey
East Player of the Week honors
in the process. Jon Gillies ’16 also
played well on his way to 35 saves
against the talented attack of the
Wildcats.
Game two was a bit of a letdown
for the Friars, as the team came
out strong, but UNH held just as
strong in its own end. Following
a pair of goals by the Wildcats,
the Friars started with a stunning
entry into the UNH zone followed
by a quick stick handle through
the defense, then an even quicker
shot by Saracino. Early in the third
period, Tim Schaller ’13 made a nice
deke to the backhand, but rang the
crossbar on the shot. Play continued
back and forth until UNH went up
by two on a goal that managed to
sneak through Gillies. An empty net
goal sealed the win and set up the
dramatic game three on Sunday for
the trip to the TD Garden.
St. Patrick’s Day did not deter
the crowd from arriving early
to the decisive game on Sunday
afternoon, and the crowd that
turned out was just as raucous as
should be expected for such a vital
game. The Friar Fanatics turned
out in droves to provide the home

ice advantage that Coach Leaman
begged his team’s supporters to
continue in a recent interview about
fan participation. Early in the game,
Mark Jankowski ’16 put the Friars
on the board after a nifty give and
go with linemate Tim Schaller. Two
UNH tallies made the afternoon
turn slightly green as fans dreaded
the worst; but UNH got into penalty
trouble and the struggling Friar
power play proved they did not
want to see their season end.
Tim Schaller scored on
a rocket of a wrist shot
to tie the game, and
just 40 seconds later
that Saracino kid
gave the Friars
the
lead
for
good.
Gillies and
company
w e a t h e re d
a desperate push
b
y
the visiting team only to
hear the horn sound
amidst
a
goal
mouth scramble.
Friar Fans were
not
forced
to
watch
another
team celebrating on
the Schneider Arena ice like
the past weekend when UMass-

of-three games on the road. This
year has seen three hotly contested
games between the two, and this
game is sure to be heated and closely
played as well. Tickets and buses are
being provided by the school for a
reasonable price so get to the Garden
to witness the Friars in action.

Lowell celebrated their Hockey East
regular season title. Following the
handshake, the Friars saluted their
fans at center ice and then took
a quick victory lap to show their
appreciation of those who remained
in the stands.
The Friars will take to the TD
Garden Ice this Friday,
March 22, at 5 p.m.
against the UMassLowell
Riverhawks
for a chance to play
in the Hockey East
Championship game
on Saturday. There
is recent history
between
these
two teams as the
Friars
became
the first ever
seven seed to
move onto the
Garden
last
year
when
they defeated
the Hawks in
two-
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